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Lesson Calendar 


6. May Bie ao Judge and Prophet ...1 Samuel 1:1 to 
431; 7:3-to 10%27;-11 : iz to 13:15; 1§:1 to 16:13; 
26 733 ",: 3-20 


7. May~13.—David, the Poet | Ming? .:..< r Samuel 16:1 to 
31 1133 2-Samuel 1:1 to 24: 25;.1 Kings 3 Ete Shas 
8. May go-~-Elijah, the Hero of Carmel ...... t Kings 17: 


to 19 +41; .2)3 bees 8 Ringe A.)1 89.44 ‘its cpeetp. Dash, Deans -f salt chorus, of | Hall 
earts © 


a May ites - the Statesman Prophe 
@s 18:13 to 20:16; Isaiah 1:1; 631-13 
1o. June 5 oForeantals, the Prophet of Courage. (May be 
used with Temperance Applications:) ...Jeremiah 1 : 1- 
= 10; 7: 3-1§3; 2031-6; 21; _ 323 35: 1- 193 363 37 : 11-28; 
30 211, 12} 42: 1-11; 43% 4-3 
11. June 10,—Nehemiah, the Bold Builder 
Nehemiah, Chaps. 1 and 2; 4 to 6; 8: 9-12; 12:31 to 13:31 
12. June 17.—Esther, the Patriot Queen. The Book of Esther 
13. Review: Great Meh and Women of the Old Testament 
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DVERTISING that appears in The Sunday School 

Times has run the gauntlet of scrupulously 

careful inspection, and should prove worth-while if 
it is in the field of your needs. 














The Hand. of God 


By Max Carleton Thoroman 


ACK from the path I fain would tread 
Something constrains my fond desire ; 
It is the hand of Him who knows, 
And keeps my feet from out the mire, 








A cablegram brings the. sad word that Dr. Alexander 
Smellie, . of -Carluke, Scotland, died May. 23. Next 
week's issue of The Sunday School Times will contain 
a, personal tribute to Dr. Smellie, written by his friend 
Dr. Griffith Thomas. 


Are You a Witness? 


‘A real witness sticks to what he knows. Real 
witnesses are rare. Lawyers and ‘judges in the courts 
would tell us that. A sound Christian minister has 
said: “A witness is a man who tells what: he knows. 


- H-you go into court as a witness, the court is not 


interested in hearing what you think: it wants only 
what * you-- know.” “Much preaching and’ teaching 
about- Christ, -these days, consists only of opinions, — 
what. people think about Christ. Since the canon of 
the Bible .was- completed, that is ‘unnecessary. God 
has told us. with completeness and finality all that 
we need to know about Christ. As we believe God’s 
Word, receive Christ, yield wholly to him and trust 
him fully, then we know for ourselves by personal 
é¢xperience what never can be known in any other 


way. For or Seat when we tell ipraate that Christ 
is a Saviour, can save men from death and sin, 
do we know that this is so by personal experience? 
Then we are witnesses for Christ. 


a“ 


. High and Humble 


. God’s highest is for the lowest. As Dr. Griffith 
Thomas has said, “The highest doctrines are intended 
to have their bearing on the humblest duties of our 
life.” The highest, holiest truths revealed by super- 
iatural inspiration in the Word. of are just as 
much intended by God for the daily life of. an un- 
known washerwoman as, for the es evangelist or 
missionary leader whose name is known around the 
world, The most inconspicuous, seemingly ‘insig- 
nificant of God’s children need God’s most ineffable 
truths for their most commonplace duties: and they 
can have them, Indeed, only the humble can have 
God’s best. It was our Lord Jesus who said: “I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
thou didst hide these things from the wise and un- 
derstanding, and didst reveal them unto babes: yea, 
Father, for, so it was well-pleasing in thy sight” 
(Matt. 11:25, 26). 
we ' 


The General Assembly’s Victory 


Truth triumphed at the General Assembly of the 
Northern. Presbyterian Church, meeting in ssiaba 
‘went up-from the hosts of true beli epiaes 
the world around, as wire and-wireless flashed the news 
that “the conservatives won a five-hour fight by a vote 
of 439 to 3590, a majority of eighty,” condemning the 
preaching of the unbelief of Modernism (by Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick) in the First Presbyterian Church 
of New York City. The Assembly “expresses its 
profound sorrow that doctrines contrary to the stand- 
ards of the Presbyterian Church proclaimed” in the 
pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church of New York 
City “have been the cause of controversy and divi- 


sion in: our church”; directed the Presbytery of New 
¥ork to. require sound preaching and. teaching in the 
church named and to report on this atethe Assembly 
in 1924; and reaffirmed essential doctrines of the Chris- 
tian faith and the Presbyterian Church, including the 
inerrancy of the Scriptures, the virgin, ‘birth of Jesus 
Christ, the substitutionary atonement, the resurrection 
of Christ “with the same body in which he suffered,” 
and His working of -miracles. 

This mighty reaffirming of the old faith by one of 
our gréat denominations iti_its largest official body is 
the more significant because it came after an un- 
broken series of liberal actions and temporary vic- 
tories by the Modernists, who controlled practically 
every part of the ecclesiastical machinery of the Gen 
eral Assembly. The résolution, for example, which 
was offered for the approval of the Assembly by a 
vote of twenty-two out of twenty-three members of 
the Committee on Bills and Overtures, and’ which the 
Assembly rejected when it made its ringing declaration 
of the Christian faith, was rightly called by Dr. Clar- 
ence E, , Macartney “a poor, weak, stammering com- 
promise.” Dr. A. Gordon MacLennan, pastor of the 
late John Wanamaker’s church of Philadelphia ° (Beth- 
any), was the lone conservative member of the Com- 
mittee on Bills and Overtures; it was his minority re- 
port, presented by himself alone, that the A’sembly 
approved, after’ vigorous declarations for the faith by 
the Hon. William Jennings Bryan, Dr. MacLennan, 
and Dr. Macartney. Up to the taking of this final, 
crucial vote, the situation was unsparingly summed up 
in Dr. Macartney’s cutting charge that “There has been 
more ‘orthodox singing antl praying and less orthodox 
voting in this Asser than in any previous Assem- 
bly for many a year.” But the truth triumphed. 

The same struggle is going on in the Atlantic City 
Convention of the Northern Baptists, as this issue of 
the Times goes to press. The Liberals seem to be 
controlling that Convention, yet there is no denomina- 
tion whose conservative members are standing more 
staunchly and openly for the Fundamentals than the 
Baptists. Let all who believe that the Bible is wholly 
God’s Word continue in much praise and much prayer 
in these crisis days. 


A Great Preacher of Grace of a Century Gone 


evangelical movement in England was Charles 
Simeon of Cambridge. In the full flow. of 
his influence he was, as Macaulay said, “more power- 
ful in the English Church than any primate, and his 


Te: outstanding figure of the nineteenth century 


. sway extended to the remotest corner of England.” 


But his early career was difficult enough. The spir- 
itual life-of the state church was at an incredibly 
low ebb. The clergy were commonly drunken. The 
churches about Cambridge, in the absence of incum- 
bents, were seryed by university Fellows, who rode 
out on Sunday and contrived by hook or crook: to 
accomplish three, or even four, morning ‘services in 
succession. To expedite the process, a signal was 
sometimes ‘concerted between the parson and the 
clerk: the ~hoisting of a flag assured the rider that 
there was no congregation, and that he might pass 
on. Beneath: the. surface of common orthodoxy 
moved a strong current of free thought. 

Simeon was converted when a student in Cam- 
bridge after a period of intense spiritual distress. 
Wherf relief came he was reading in Passion Week 
Bishop Wilson on “The Lord’s Supper.” ‘Coming to 
a- passage relating to the ‘transfer by the Jews of 
their sins to the head of the sacrificial offering, the 
thought suddenly struck him, “May I,-too, transfer all 
my guilt to another? Then, God willing, T will not 
bear them’ on my soul one moment longer. . Accord- 
ingly I sought to lay my sins upon the sacred head 
of Jesus, and on the Wednesday began to have a ra 
of mercy; on the Thugsday that hope increased ; 
the Friday and Saturday it became more strong ; Pes 
on Sugday morning, Easter Day, April.-4, I awoke 
with those words upon. my heart. and lips, ‘Jesus 
Christ is risen to-day, hallelujah!’ - From that hour 
peace flowed in rich ‘abundance in my soul.” 

On his copy of the Self-interpreting Bible of John 





Brown of Haddington, at the text Deuteronomy 
16:3, “That thou mayest remember the day when 
thou camest forth out of the land of: Egypt alk the 
days of thy life,” itt the margin; in the hand of his 
old age, he has written, underlining every word, “So 
must I, and God helping me so will I, the Easter 
week, and especially the Easter Sunday in 1779, . when 
my deliverance was complete.” 

The leaders of the evangelical revival in the Eng- 
lish church were subjected to all sorts.-of insult and 
ostracism. © John. Venn was refused admittance to 
Trinity College; Cambridge, because he was the son 
of the saintly Henry Venn. Siméon had been ap- 
pointed rector of the Church of the Holy Trinity at 
Cambridge. The parishioners, who were out of sym- 
pathy. with his teaching, refused to go to hear him, and 
locked the pew doors to keep out other worshipers. 
Seats had to be improvised in the aisles, which seats 
on occasion the parishioners threw out. ‘This state 
of things continued for ten years. 

The undergraduates at Cambridge delighted in 
nothing more than hooting at Simeon. Those 
who supported and followed him—and presently a 
large group of converted students and townspeople 
attached themselves to him—were given the oppro- 
brious name of “Sims.” ‘Simeon in later ‘life .wrote : 

“I remember the time that I,was quite surprised 
that a Fellow of my own college ventured. to. walk 
with me a quarter of an ‘hour on the grass- -plot before 
Clare Hall.” 

If ever a man had the experience of Hebrews 13: 
13, it was Charles Simeon in his earlier Cambridge 
days. But he was not, left comfortless. 

“When. I was an ’object.of: much contempt and de- 
rision,” he says,..“I strolled forth one day, buffeted 
and afflicted, with my little Testament in my hand. 
I prayed earnestly to my God that he would comfort 
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me with some cordial from his Word, and that on 
opening the Book I might find some text which should 
sustain me. The first which caught my eye was this: 
‘They found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name; him 
they compelled to bear the cross.’ You know on 
is the same name as Simeon. What a word of in- 
struction was here—a blessed hint for my encour 


rage-. 
ment! To have the cross laid upon me that I might 


bear it after Jesus—what a privilege! It was 
enough. Now I could leap and sing for joy as one 
whom Jesus was honoring with a participation in 


his sufferings. Henceforth I botund persecution as a’ 


wreath of glory round my brow.” ' 
In his correspondence o¢curs this quaint observa- 


tien upon the light afflictions of the’ present ‘time: * 
“My dear brother, we must not mind-a tittle suffer- 


ing. When I am getting through a hedge, if my 
head and shoulders’ are safely’ through I -can_ bear 
the pricking of my legs. Let us rejoice in the remem-: 
brance that our Holy Head has surmounted all his: 
sufferings and triumphed over death, Let us follow 
him patiently, We shall soon'be partakers of his 
victory.” Hey Nous 

Simeon described the three -great purposes of ‘his 
reaching to be “to humble the sinner; to exalt’ the. 
Sovioor, and to promote holiness.”.. He was-a great: 


preacher of grace. Referring to Juvenal’s Neturam - 
expellas furca tamen usque recurret (“You may drive * 


out nature with the plow, but she'll come back”), he: 
said cleverly and. very truly, “If I could but put 
gratia [‘grace’] in the place of furca [‘the plow’], I 
would knock his adage in the head.” For grace is 
‘Andeed the infallible antidote to moral weediness 
when the hoe of self-reform fails, . - 

“Mere moral essays he would have nothing of, and 
this explains the opposition of the time, for it is a 
curious fact that the immorality of the age involved 
pulpit disquisitions on morality for its Sunday ra+ 
tions—or at least preferred this to the teaching of 
repentance and the new birth, When Simeon trav- 
eled to Scotland to pfeach free grace and dying love, 
the “Moderates” pushed through the Assembly of the 
Scotch Church the regulation “that no minister who 
has not been ordained by some Presbytery of the 
Church of. Scotland shall ever officiate in any -of its 
pulpits.”. This was no mere incident in an ecclesias- 
tical tariff war, no natural reply to the exclusiveness 
of the Anglican church.. It was: aimed directly at 


Charles Simeon, and.at him because he: preached’ in ' 
the spirit of Paul the: sacrificial death’ of Christ.) 4" 





What Does the Bible Teach on Marriage? 


Would it be too much trouble for you to give me 
your opinion regarding the interpretation of . certain 
passages in the seventh chapter of First Corinthians? 
Would you consider that this chapter would justify. 
@ young man in resolving to refrain from marriage 
in order to increase his effectiveness in Christian 
service? 

The general tone of the whole chapter seems to be 
in favor of remaining single through life. 

Yet other portions of Scripture would seem to in- 
dicate that it is the Lord’s will that all should marry; 
for example: “And God blessed them, and God said 
unto them, Be fruitful and multiply, and’ replenish 
the earth, and subdue it” (Gen. 1: 28); “I will there- 
fore that the younger women marry, bear children, 
guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary 
to speak reproachfully” (c Tim. 5:14); “Now, the 
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to se- 
ducing spirits and doctrines of devils; forbidding to 
marry” (1 Tim, 4:1, 3); “And the Lord God said; It is 
not good that man should be alone; I will make him 
an help meet for him” (Gen, 2:18), I am sure that the 
Lord will guide me in this as in every other matter.— 
A Canadian Student. 


It seems clear that Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians 
7 had reference to the particular circumstances under: 
which he was writing, and on. this account it.cannot 
be used for other circumstances without. the. great- 
est possible care. His reference to marriage is evi-: 
dently in answer to some special inquiries, and. he 
does not discuss the subject in all its bearings. This: 
will be seen from the way in which he introduces the- 
subject: “Now concerning the. things--whereof ye- 
wrote unto me.” The following extract from ~-Dods 
gives a true idea of the Corinthian situation: 


There had arisen in the Corinthian Church certain 
scruples about’ marriage; and as the’ Church. was - 
composed of persons who would naturally take very . 
different views on the subjéct, these scruples might . 
not be easily removed. Among the Jews it was believed 
that marriage was a duty, “so much so that he who 
at the age of twenty had not married was considered 
to have sinned.” Among the Gentiles the ‘tendency: 
to celibacy was so strong that it was considered 
mecessary to counteract it by legal enactment. .In a 
community previously disposed to take: such opposite 
views of marriage difficulties were sure to arise.. Those 
who were predisposed to disparage the married state 
would throw contempt. upon it as a mere.concession to 
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In opite of all opposition, however, Simeon’s min- 
istry developed in power-and extent and fruitful- 
ness. “I must tell you,” wrote Bishop Burgess of 
Salisbury, “that wherever I go iz my diocese it is 
generally those who think with you who are the 
active men in their parishes.” One great consequente 


-of this career was the establishment of the Simeon 


‘Trust, an institution which has contributed power- 
fully to anchor -the Anglican church to the - 
ical position. This was organized to buy up livings, 
which were put in care of men of piety and evan- 
gelical views. Simeon was one of the historic 

foup which met in 1799 at Aldersgate to lay the 
Tountietions of the Chu Missionary Society. 

His: spirit was not controversial. “I am like a man 
swimming “the Atlantic,” he says of his studies in 


‘theology. “I have no fear of striking one hand 


against Europe and the other against America. The 


-number of those who are zealous in the cause of reli- 


gion is not so great but that they may find ample 
scope for their exertions without wasting their time in 
mutual contentions.” His inner life was nourished 
assiduotisly. He invariably arose, even in winter, at 
four o'clock, and devoted the first four hours of the 


day to private prayer and the devotional study of the © 


Scriptures. 2 
For twenty-five reat he toiled tnintermittently, 
and’then his health broke. For thirteen years he was 


‘so ‘weak as to be unable to walk across the room. “I 

was often unable to speak, and was forced to point 

to what I wanted...My whole system used to co a 
is 


as an infant’s, and then I hardly had life in me.” 
condition disappeared suddenly and without any 
evident physical causé. He was on his last visit to 
Scotland, and found himself, to his great surprise, just 
as he crossed the border, almost as imperceptibly re- 
newed in strength as the woman after she had touched 
the ‘hem of our Lord’s garment. Ten years more of 
service followed. 

“I cannot have more peace,” said Charles Simeon 


on his death-bed. When he was buried the Univer- 


sity which had treated him so scandalously paid him 
all the honors at its disposal. Fifteen hundred stu- 
dénts attended the service and every college chapel 
tolled its bell, the Vice-Chancellor of the University 
expressing his regret that the great bell of St. Mary’s 
could not also be tolled, since its use was reserved 


for the royal family. 


the end of that mian is peace.” 





the flesh; they apparently even urged that, Christians 
being new creatures, their whole previous relation- 
ships were dissolved. 


The questions asked Paul seem to be two: whether 
the unmarried are to marry, and whether the married 
are to continue to live together. In reply to the for- 
mer, he states the duty of unmarried persons in them- 
selves (vs. 2, 7-9), and afterwards in verses 25-39 
he indicates the duty of parents to their unmarried 
daughters. The counsel to remain single is qualified 
by’ the words “for the present distress”; and as to 
the question of married or single life to-day in rela- 
tion to effective Christian ‘service, it is impossible to 
lay down a law or method suited to all, because there 
are circumstances in which marriage is not only ad- 
visable but necessary in the best interests of Chris- 
tian life and work. 

Thus there are missionaries to-day who are doing 


. their best work because they are married, and in some 


countries it seems that married missionaries are ab- 
solutely essential. On the other hand, circumstances 
often occur which clearly show the wisdom and 
necessity of single life in order to the fullest 
possible service of Christ. Dods (Expositor’s Bible) 
has a very--useful statement on this point in which 
he says (p. 169) the unmarried man has more means 
and opportunities of service for Christ than the one 


- who has a large family to support. On this account, 


Dods ‘says that the State looks to the unmarried for 
work-in the army and navy; society looks to them 
for the nursing of the sick and for the filling of posts 
of danger; while the Church depends upon the un- 
married for a large part of her work, whether in 
Sunday-schools. at home or in unhealthy and precari- 
ous outposts in the mission field. 

There -seems to be no doubt that, speaking gen- 
erally, the normal life for men and women is to be 
found in the married state, as the passages clearly/in- 
dicate (Gen. 1:28; 1 Tim. 5°14), and any reflection 
on. marriage as an institution is clearly against the 
truth and will of God (1 Tim, 4:1, 3; Heb. 13: 14). 


_ Nothing in Paul’s words imphes that marriage was 


morally inferior to celibacy; on the contrary, his 
teaching (Eph. 5) shows that in it is found most 
beautiful and perfect symbol of the union of Christ 


‘and. the Church. But each one should make this, 


like every other subject, a matter of personal consulta- 
tion with God, and it will-be clearly shown whether 


‘Mark the perfect man and behold the upright. For’ 
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single or married life is the Divine will. Sometimes 
God’s purpose is indicated in the wisdom of i 


ing single for a particular time, it err A be fo eemk, oie 


but without necessarily conti permanently, 
Anyi in the form of a definite vow covering the 
entire life is to be avoided as manifestly against the 
method of God’s daily guidance, : 


ax 


“Robert Harkness to be at Keswick 


In addition to such speakers at this summer’s Vi¢-* 
torious Life Conference at “America’s Keswick,” 
N. J. July 14-22, as Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas; the 

. W. Talbot Hindley, Vicar of St. John’s Church, 
St. John’s Park, London; Mr. Charles Gallaudet - 
Trumbull; and missionaries from foreign fields, it is 
now announced that Mr. Robert Harkness will ddd his 
rare musical gifts to the ministry of the conference: 
Mr. Harkness is perhaps the best known piano accom- ° 
panist in evangelistic work to-day: He traveled around 
the world with the Chapman-Alexander Evangelistic 
Campaigns, he himself having been won -to Christ dur- 
ing a Torrey-Alexander Mission in Australia in 1902. 
As readers of The Sunday School Times and many 
others know, he has consecrated his musical’ talent ‘'to’ 


‘the Lord’s service, and his brilliant work at the piaho 


should be a real blessing to tliose attending this sum- 
mer’s Keswick Conference. Mrs. Harkness, an ear- 
nest soul-winner, will sing at the donference;’ Dr. 
Torrey has said that her beautiful mezzo-soprano voice 
has the finest quality of tone he has ever heard from | 
a woman Gospel soloist. 
Who will give a grand piano, in good condition, ade-* 
quate for Mr. Harkness’ use at this conference, and 
for the permanent music ministry of Keswick?’ Will 
you pray that God shall supply this need, as wel as all’! 
else? , 
Work ‘is going'on in the building of the new Vic- 
tory Hall at Keswick as rapidly’as money and mate-~ 
rials permit. The second carload of building materials 
has been shipped, and. first-floor joists are now being 
laid. Many are helping by their prayers ‘and gifts. 
But the most earnest prayer and large generous giv- 
ing are now needed ta complete the equipmént in time 
to hold the conference in July. ° 


Of the~$40,000 that “was originally needed, about 


$20,000 has beep provided, ejther, by gifts or by sav- 
ings through purchasing materials from athe ‘disthan- ” 
tled Government- Hotel,” and by elimination $f some‘ 
items. ‘The total amount received td ‘date, in’ tash’® 


and pledges, ‘is “$1,706.49. ‘About $20,000. is still” 
needed. In order to place orders -for ‘materials and 


furniture in time for delivery, this $20,000, as readéss 


ean well understand, is needed at once. Will you ask” 
God to provide the entire amount at ‘once, if it is’ his 
will, as it seems plainly to be? “ 


Have you sent that $1 which is asked from each. 
reader of The Sunday School.Times, to equip Aimer- 
ica’s Keswick, not only for the Victorious Life Gon- 
ference, but in order that sound Christian conferences 
may be held there by other groups of God’s people, 
the year around, and that it may be made a rest home, 
both spiritually and physically, for: Christian workers 


and returned missionaries? There is na other large. 


Christian conference center easily accessible to people 
living in the East, where one may be sure of finding 
only sound teaching. 


Contributions or pledges may be sent. to B. F. Culp, 
Treasurer, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnit Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., and Mr. Culp will send free of charge, 
upon request, pamphlets describing Keswick fully, set- 
ting forth the proposed plans, and giving photographs 


of the lake and present building, and natural beauties © 


of the place. 
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A Prayer by Mr. Wanamaker 











Offered in Brotherhood meeting, March 19, 1905 
LESSED God and Father, we are giad to be in the place 
of prayer-and fellowship. We rejoice together that when 
we were out in the rain of temptation and in the storm 

of sin and lost in the darkness, Thou didst come after 
us in the person of the Good Shepherd, and didst place us 
on Thy shoulder and bring us home rejoiciag. We bless 
Thee that though when we were found we were rebellious, 
proud, unbelieving, Thou didst put a spirit in our hearts 
to say: “We will arise and return to our Father.” We 
rejoice that we knéw what the Fathee’s arms are, and the 
beat of the Father’s loving heart, and the welcome of the 
Father’s house. We would feast our souls to-day on these 


blessed memories; we would come and take not merely - 


of the crumbs that fall from the Father’s table, but as is 
our right in Christ our Lord, sit down with Thee at the 
family board and look up into Thy face and feast on Thy 
love. 

And now since we have found Thee and know the bless- 
edness of our homecoming and the joy of Thy salvation, 
may we bestir ourselves and go out ‘after the man who. is 
lost in the cold and storm. And, Father, grant that many 
may seek Thee to-day, seek Thee with all their hearts, and 
find Thee with outstretched arms waiting for their return; 
and may they rejoice in a new hope and a new life. We 
ask it in the Name of Christ. Amen. 























Lesson for June 17 
The Book of Esther 
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What Does the Jew To-day Think of Christ ? 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


mo 
—~—- 








Israel’s attitude as reflected in its life and literature 


O THOSE who have long been “watchmen on 

the walls of Zion,” and “the Lord’s remem- 

brancers” on Israel’s behalf, it is highly gratify- 
ing to note the widespread interest which is now be- 
ing manifested in the Jews. Even worldly, unbeliev- 
ing men and the pecetes preas in almost all countries 
are devoting a good of attention to the as yet 
scattered people, and the future of the land which has 
long been desolate. This has been brought about in 
the providence of God by the wonderful events which 
are unfolding themselves in relation to the land of 
Palestine, and through the Declaration of the British 
Government, whi since then also been, publicly 
and officially adopted by the French and Italian gov- 
ernments, by which the Jews are once again recog- 
nized as‘a nation, and in which these Great Powers 
pledge themselves to facilitate the re-establishment of 
a national home for the Jews in Palestine. oe 

Now ‘these are gréat and wonderful events. They 
are full of significance from the prophetic point of 
view. ~They are signs of the times. They are sure in- 
dications of the sepronclany, ee of this age, and of 
the time being nigh when God will resume his deal- 
ings with them as a nation. I. this short paper, how- 
ever, I am not going to deal with the national or pro- 
phetic aspect of the many-sided Jewish problem, but to 
attempt a brief answer to the question, “What does 
the Jew to-day think-~of Christ?” “Are there any in- 
dications of a- -of attityde on the part of the 
Jewish people to Him whose rejection by them as a 
nation, been, as we verily believe, the underlying 
cause of all their sorrows and sufferings these past 
nineteen centuries? 

To ‘this question a negative or an affirmative an- 
swer can be given, according to the type of Jew be- 
fore us. No individual Jew or any particular section 
of Jewry in any part of the world can be regarded 
as typical or representative of the nation. There is, 
perhaps, greater diversity among the Jews than among” 
any other people. In the words of an able sur- 
vey of the present condition of the Jews in the world, 
“They differ widely ‘nm languagé, education, political 
allegiance, intellectual attainment, character, and in the 
social sphere. They are in all grades of civilization 
—from certain low' types up to those in the highest 
stages of European culture” — according to the coun- 
tries in. which they have for any length of time been 
located,-and the treatment which they have received. 

And.in the religious sphere“ also the diversity pre- 
sented by the Jewish people is very great. Without 
entering into minor. sub-divisions and minute classi- 
fications, I will: here only in brief outline refer to 
the two great divisions into which the 4fewish nation 
may be religiously divided — namely, the “Orthodox” 
or Conservative, and the “Reform” or so-called Pro- 
gressive... The Orthodox, who constitute at least 50 
percent of the 13,000,000 Jews now in the world and 
who include the great bulk of the Talmudic and Chas- 
sidic. Jews in Russia, Galicia, the Balkan States, and 
others, and the so-called ‘Sephardic or Judaeo-Spanish 
speaking Jews around the coasts of the Mediter- 
ranean— think of our Lord Jesus “to-day” pretty 
much the same as their fathers before them thought 
yesterday. 


A Prophesied Attitude 


Their - attitude to Christ throughout the centuries 
has been, as it still is, a living illustration of and 
commentary on-the great prophecy which foretold cen- 
turies before his advent that the Messiah would not 
only be “despised and rejected of men,” but be the 
one “whom the nation [that is, Israel] abhorreth” (Isa. 


49:7). 

This, though very sad, is of importance for Chris- 
tians to remember. No person in the whole history 
of the world provokes such deep-seated abhorrence 
among the mass of the Jewish people as he who came 
only to bless‘ them, and who even on the cross prayed, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.” This is something mysterious and wonderful. 
I have known personally many most amiable, and as 
men, most lovable characters among the Jews; but 
immediately the name “Jesus” was mentioned a change 
came over their countenances, and they would fall 
into a passion of anger. In the course of my mis- 
sionary experiences these past thirty-five or forty 
years, how often has it been my lot to witness some 
of my people almost mad with rage —clenching their” 
fists, gnashing their teeth, and spitting on the ground, 
at the very mention of the Name which is to the be- 
liever “as ointment poured forth”! 

Israel’s attitude to our Lord Jesus may be gathered - 
also from their literature. In the filthy legends about 
him in the Talmud, and more modern productions, the 
very names by which he is called are blasphemies. The 
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precious name Yeshua (“Jesus” — Saviour) has been 
changed to “Yeshu,” made up of the initial letters of 
the words which mean, “Let his name and memory 
be blotted out.” The Holy One who ‘knew no: sin, 


nor was guile found in his mouth, is often styled “the - 


Transgressor”; and another term frequently «in. the 
mouth of. Jews is “Talui’”—the “ One,” which 
is equivalent to “the accursed One.” There are other 
filthy designations, such as “Ben Stada,” or “Ben 
Pandera,” which imply blasphemies not only against 
him, byt against her who-is “blessed among women.” 

And Israel’s blind hatred toe the Messiah does not 
stop short at his person, or his virgin mother, but 
extends to his words, and works, and particularly to 
those of their nation who are ready to take upon them 
his reproach and to follow him. Thus his works are 
still‘ ascribed to witchcraft and Beelzebub; his Gos- 
pel (the Evangelium) is called Aven or Avon-gillajon, 
“the sinful or mischievous writing”; while Rabbinic 
hatred to his followers (especially from among the 
Jews) was not satisfied with classing thém as “apos- 


tates”. and “worse than heathen,” but rose to the 
height of. instituting a daily public prayer in the most’ 


solemn part of their liturgy, that “the Nazarenes” niay, 
together with all apostates, “be suddenly destroyed,” 
without hope, and be “blotted out of the book of life.” 


Persecuting Christendom Partly to Blame 
This may be painful reading to some Christians, and 


the Lord knows it is far from my thoughts to write. 


anything which might tend to foster unchristian prej- 
udice against my people, but it is important that Chris- 
tians should be properly informed on the subject, that 
they may know how effectually to pray and labor for 
Israel’s salvation, 

Let it be remembered also that Jewish hatred to 
Christ and his followers, at any rate in more modern 
times, is partly to be traced to the sufferings which 
they have endured at the hands of so-called Chris- 
tians, and also that it is not our Lord Jesus as we 
know him that Israel in ignorance thus blasphemes, 
but the caricature of him as presented to them by 
apostate persecuting Christendom in the dark ages 
and since. Often the only way léft to the Jews to 
avenge their terrible sufferings and massacres was to 
write blasphemously of him in whose Name they were 
ignorantly perpetrated. 

But let us now turn very briefly to the other great 
religious division in the Jewish nation. The Reform 
movement among the Jews originated in Germany, 
toward the end of the Eighteenth Century, the founder 
being the famous philosopher Moses Mendelssohn, 
who was born in Dessau (Prussia) in .1729. It spread 
rapidly in Germany, Austria-Hungary, and America, 
and now embraces nearly half of the whole nation. 
In this Reform party are included men of diverse re- 
ligious views and opinions — from those who are only 
a shade removed from the Talmudically orthodox, to 
those who have thrown overboard all revealed religion, 
to whom “Moses is nothing more than a Jewish Solon 
or Minus, a teacher of righteous laws and theistic 
morality, and the prophets nothing more than poets, 
orators, and politicians, like Pindar, Demosthenes, and 
Cicero.” 

As the Talmudic and Chassidic Jews may be said 
to be representatives of the Pharisees of the time of 
Christ, so these Reform, or “liberal” Jews (as they 
sometimes call themselves), are successors and rep- 
resentatives of the Sadducees. The attitude of these 
Reform Jews to Christ and Christianity is not so 
simple as that of their orthodox brethren. Most of 
them are intelligent and educated, and are brought in 
constant touch with “Christian” thought and _litera- 
ture; though it is a sad fact, greatly to be deplored, 
that the so-called Christian books which this class of 
Jews read are written almost exclusively from the 
neological point of view, and help to spread unbelief 
among them. None the less they are permeated with 
Western ideas, and cannot but see and feel that the 
coming of Christ has wonderfully ‘affected the his- 
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By David Baron 


tory of the world. Compelled by their Christian en- 
vironment to face the question, “Who really was this 
Jesus of Nazar who has won the love and alle- 
giance of the noblest and best among all nations”? 
this is the answer generally given by their teachers 
and leaders, especially since their great historian and 
apologist, H. Graetz, supplied them with the cue in his 
garbled and unfair account of Jesus in the section 
in his history which he devotes to the rise of Chris- 
tianity: Jesus, they cay, was a great and good man, a 
religious genius, a reformer, a prophet; whose ad- 
vanced and énlightened ideas clashed with the back- 
wardness of his time, and the notions of the then 
acknowledged leaders in sbgee and morals, but he 
was only a man and not the 

iour of the world as his followers claim. As to his 
teaching, “all that is good and true is neither original 


nor new, but purely Jewish, and in its original purity | 


is still found in Judaism.” The djstin¢ctive doctrines 
of Christianity such as the Trinity of the Godhead, 
the Divinity of the Messiah, the incarnation, and the 
atonement never originated with Christ himself, but 
were elaborated later “by his disciples—especially Paul, 
who according to them is the real founder of Chris- 
tianity. Some are ready to admit that Christ had a 
mission to.the Gentile world, but if so it was only to 
prepare the nations for the ultimate reception of Juda- 
ism. 

Before me lies a very interesting publication by Pas- 
ter de Le Roi, entitled “Neujiidische Stimmen iiber 
Jesum. Christum” (New Jewish Voices about Jesus 
Christ”). It is a gathering of the utterances of quite 
a number of prominent Rabbis and Jewish writers of 
this school, in different countries, but it is all in the 
style. of the brief summary given above, the tendency 
throughout being to claim Jesus as the product of 
Jewish genius, and all that has been accomplished in 
his Name _as a glorification. of Judaism. The follow- 
ing one or two specimens must suffice. 

The first is from a letter written by the worid- 
famed. author and chief Zionist orator, the late Dr. 
Max Nordau, in answer to one addressed to him by 
Pere Hyacinthe of Paris, in which he suggested that 
the Jewish people should revise the judgment which 
condemned Jesus of Nazareth even as France reversed 
the judgment against Alfred Dreyfus. Dr. Nordau 
denies the historicity of the account of the trial and 
condemnation of Jesus, or that the Jews could have 
had anything to do with it, and says, “Jesus is the 
soul of our soul, as he is flesh of our flesh. Who then 
could think of excluding him from the people of Is- 
rael?. St. Peter will remain the only Jew who has 
said of the Son of David, ‘I know not the man.’ If 
the Jews up to the present time have not publicly ren- 
dered homage to the sublime moral beauty of the fig- 
ure of Jesus, it is because their tormentors have al- 
ways persecuted, tortured, assassinated them in his 
name. The Jews have drawn their conclusions from 
the disciples as to the Master, which was wrong —a 
wrong pardonable in the eternal victims of the im- 
placably cruel hatred of those who called themselves 
Christians. Every time that a Jew mounted to the 
sources and contemplated Christ alone without his 
pretended faithful, he cried, with tenderness and ad- 
miration, ‘Putting aside the Messianic mission, this 
man is ours. He honors our race, and we claim him 
as we claim the Gospels — flowers of Jewish literature 
and only Jewish,’ ” 


Boastful Racial Complacency 


To the same purport is the utterance of a prominent 
German Rabbi: “Ours is the Rabbi of Nazareth — not 
only flesh of our flesh, but spirit of our spirit. The 
essence of Christianity is Judaism. . . . There is no 
one among us [German Jews] who is not ready to rec- 
ognize in. Christianity, and its sister religion, Moham- 
medanism, copies of the original. . . . Both these re- 
ligions have been appointed by Divine Providence to 
bring men nearer to the true knowledge of God. More 
than this acknowledgment should not be required of 
us. We remain firmly and immovably convinced in the 
universal importance of Judaism as thé religion of the 
future . .. and its votaries and children (the Jews) 
have scattered for no other end than to prepare the 
world for its proper appreciation.” This boast that 
Judaism and not Christianity is to be the world re- 
ligion of the future, and that the Jews, apart from 
Christ, have yet a great mission in the world, has 
become louder and more insistent these last three or 
four years. 

The following is from a sermon preached by one 
of the leading English Rabbis in the West London 
Synagogue on the seventh day of the Jewish Pass- 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Miracles of grace in Japan, Africa, India, China, and South America 





CHRISTIAN Astronomer from Japan.—I had 

occasion lately to run through the theological 

writings of Tom Paine and was struck by the 
frequency with which this really ignorant man in- 
sisted that “science” supported his views. Since Paine’s 
days men of the greatest scientific attainments have 
been evangelical Christians, Lord Kelvin, for example, 
and Clerk Maxwell, together with the brilliant Cam- 
bridge mathematical group of which Maxwell was 
the most distinguished. nd the succession of sci- 
entists who hold to Christ has not ceased. Professor 
Yamamoto, of the University of Kyoto, one of the 
leading astronomers of Japan, a specialist in meteors, 
is at the present time in America visiting the Yerkes 
Observatory. Professor Yamamoto Was in Mr. 
Vories’ Bible classes at Omi in 1906. He now often 
assists his former teacher, even taking part in rural 
evangelism and street preaching. In this connection 
it is also worth noting that the great Japanese chem- 
ist Takamine, though a Catholic, was a contributor to 
this same mission, 


The growth of this mission complex at Omi is one 
of the religious romances of the present day. Com- 
ing originally to teach English at a government school 
in a stronghold of. Buddhism, Mr. Vories built up 
four Bible classes in his own and adjacent schools, 
enrolling 322 young men. Profound religious changes 
took place in many of these boys. A Y. M. C. A 
was started, and by a striking concatenation ef provi- 
dences provided with an adequate building. hese 
activities were bitterly resented by the Buddhist priest- 
hood, powerfully entrenched in the region. By vari- 
ous intrigues they securéd the American teacher's dis- 
missal. He was simply set out on the street with no 
means of livelih 

Vories had had before coming to Japan some ex- 
perience in architectural work. When the call to the 
Christian life abroad first came to him he put it aside, 
saying confidently that he would make enough in archi- 
tecture to support a -half-dozen missionaries. Now at 
this juncture, when he had lost his position, he dared 
undertake an architectural business in the heart of 
rural Japan, a mad enterprise, one would think, but 
one that has prospered until the major expense of this 
unique nffssion is covered from this source. Twenty- 
two men, Japanese, American, Scandinavian, Korean, 
and Chinese, — for here the race problem is.solved by 
ignoring it,—are now employed in the architectural 
offices. Most of the mission construction for Japan 
is planned here. When the war reduced orders from 
this direction others came in from the narikin, the 
Japanese new-rich, for European houses. The busi- 
ness is run in a way to commend Christian claims and 
principles, — forty-four-hour week, Sunday-closing, 
provision for healthful housing and inter-racial comity. 


Rural Japan has not had the evangelistic attention 
which has been given the cities, and the Omi mission 
seeks to remedy this. It has a mission launch, the 
Galilee Maru, moving around the shores of Lake 
Biwa, Japan’s Gennesaret. Newspaper and correspond- 
ence-evangelism are carried on; women’s work em- 
pleys a dozen or more Japanese Bible-women. There 
is a Y. M. C. A. for students, and one for railway- 
men at a near-by junction. A sanitarium for con- 
sumptives represents one of the various Christian- 
social outgrowths of the mission. It is small but 
easily the best in Japan, and could be self-supporting 
if its capacity were doubled. Its head physician, Dr. 
Tominaga, was as a boy in Vories’ Bibie class. Then 
after a brilliant medical career he was struck with 
consumption (a God-given experience, he thinks, which 
now enables him to sympathize with the hundreds of 
thousands ‘of these sick in Japan), recovered, and is 
devoting himself to this sanitarium work. 


“A mustard seed in Japan” which tells the whole 
story is full of striking incident.. Here is a picture 
of Mr. Okada, a farmer-evangelist, who tours on a 
bicycle bought from the sale of the family Buddhist 
shrine. He has suffered much persecution, and is ever 
abounding in the work of the Lord. The entire ‘out- 
put of one of his fields is sold for church work. “An 
Okada in every village of Japan would solve the prob- 
lem of Japanese rural evangelism.” 

Another evangelist, Mr. Kamegai, was the eighteenth 
generation in a family of head-priests in Western 
Japan. In order to fit himself to become the arch- 
combatant of hated Christianity he went through the 
imperial university, specializing under a famous priest- 
scholar in comparative religions. To make his fight 
doubly effective he read through the Christian Bible. 
Unable to escape the appeal of Jesus’ life and words 
he finally turned to Omi and attached himself to its 
staff as evangelist. 





Mr. Murata, now head of the drafting-room and ex- 
ecutive committeeman of the mission, was raised 
a foster-father in a brothel. His first contact wi 
Mr. Vories’ Bible classes was when he came intoxi- 
cated to break up the gathering. He is now a stand- 
ing demonstration of Christ’s scape | power. 

So the work has grown,—sixty workers in vari- 
ous departments, with a plant worth $120,000, where 
thirteen years before were only two lone youths, a 
Japanese and an American, without rcsources and un- 
der a cloud of misunderstanding. 

And this community which ejected Mr. Vories from 
its school now asks him to instruct its boys in Chris- 
tian ethics in the same schoolroom. The yellow journal 
which once reviled him prints his sermons, and vari- 
ous priests of the Buddhist opposition have entered 
the church of Christ. 


Nishida Tenko is a Japanese Buddhist modified by 
Tolstoism and by certain Christian influences. His 
“Life of Repentance” has had a sale of over two hun- 
dred thousand copies. His protest is against the in- 
equalities and oppressions of property, but it is a 
passive protest. Having given up everything, he works 
at menial tasks and asks no wages beyond the com- 
monest keep. In short he is a working mendicant, if 
the paradox may pass, a Japanese Franciscan who 
would give himself wholly to the common good. His 
idea is to scale down human wants to the lowest pos- 
sible point. While the world is mad in its struggle 
to increase the numerator of human satisfactions he 
would, by decreasing the denominator, attain the sime 
ends. All should eat and wear only what every oné 
can obtain. 














Practically a pantheist, without any idea of God’s 
fatherhood, he has never been awakened to the need 
of a Saviour and redemption. At present he has a 
cottage in the hills of Kyoto where like-minded per- 
sons are welcome. They meet mornings for prayer 
and confession, then go out to work where work is 
requested and return at night. This center is called 
“The Garden of One Lantern,” from the well-known 
Buddhist parallel to the story of the widow’s mite. 
(A poor Japanese woman brought one lantern to a 
great festival in honor of Buddha when ‘the rich 
brought thousands. It shone brighter than all, Buddha 
thus acknowledging her piety.) 


Mr. Nishida has lived the life of poverty and serv- 
ice for twenty-one years. Lately he paid a visit to 
the Omi mission, spending a day in examining the 
plant and talking with Mr. Vories. On leaving he ad- 
dressed the assembled workers with these words: 


“In twenty-one years of following the Way of Pen- 
ance I have not had such a happy day as to-day. For 
here I have found in practise by a large and happy 
group what I have dreamed of and advocated, — re- 
ligion as the dynamic of everyday life, practical. living 
in all departments as the outward expression of faith. 
And I have found one thing beyond my own experi- 
ence— how property can be made the instrument of 
spiritual living and service instead of their obstacle.” 

That. these words were not subtle flattery was proved 
by the fact that a few days afterward he called again 
with three of, his followers (whom he wished to have 
inspect the mission) and his son. This son he has 
left at Omi for training. Mr. Vories, ia reporting the 
incident writes, 

Here is a national character of more than passing in- 
terest, a brilliant man of middle age with the courage of 
his convictions and the power to draw men. What if he 
should become a John the Baptist to turn the Buddhist 
middle classes of Japan to the Lamb of God! This is a 
worth-while topic for our advocates’ prayers. 


Scripture in African Sunlight.—What enrichment 
of Christian history comes from the mission field, 
and what enrichment of Biblical interpretation, too. 
This last impression one gets constantly in reading Mr. 
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Dan Crawford’s last book, “The Long Grass” (Geo. 
H. Doran ‘Co., New York, $4). The rey sun 
strikes a new glint, its own attractive reffection, upon 
Scripture exegesis, and so incessant a Bible student as 
Mr. Crawford is quick to catch it. Livi "3 
African name was Mukuntalume, the Dew-Drier, the 
man who broke the way in early morning thro 
the towering reeds and caught the first drenching of 
the dews. “Why is it evident that our Lord came 
of princely Judah? (Heb. 7:14.) Judah, 
Judah, led the desert trail. He was the path-borer 
who each morning opened a way into the unknown 
and got first blow or first blessing as the day's lot 
mi, be. such was He, too, the Lion of the 
Tribe of Judah, Dew-Drier of our salvation.” We, 
too, are called to follow in the footsteps of this file- 
leader, the in of our Salvation, “whose foot- 
ts led to nail-prints. For the road of life 
to the rood of death.” 

The invisible caravan discernible at times hut 
the waving of the high grass through which it is 
passing suggests to Mr. Crawford’s mind, saturated 
with frican genre, the eleventh of Hebrews with 
“its long Indian-file of God’s saints,” Christ ahead, 
leading many souls unto glory. “Here they emerge 
into the open from Abel downward with Christ away 
in the distance, breasting the hill of God.” 

And what a lovely comment on Christ’s Revelation 
words, “I am the ie = and morning star,” comes 
from darkest Africa. en the caravan encampment 
drops off to sleep round the fires a watchword, “Lu- 
tanda,” goes about from mouth to mouth. It signifies 
that the sleeper pledges himself to be up with the 
star of dawn. 

“Each recumbent group sends round the warning 
word, ‘Morning Star,’ then over they drop to sleep. 
Huddled up in somnolent attitudes you can hear one 
man after another, more asleep than awake, pass .it 
on. What a picture of all who fall asleep in Jesus. 
They, too, rest from their labors with that word on 
cor lips. They, too, will rise with the Morning 

tar.” 


A Feat in Christian Education.—In the South 
African Outlook for March mention is made of Mr. 
Crawford’s Bible schools in the Luanza country.’ 
There are twenty-four of them, and the total attend@ 
ance on roll is actually 110,091! This educational sys- 
tem is the creation of a single isolated missionary andj 
wife deep in interior Africa. He calls these schools 
“cocoons from which we hope to hatch a: Spurgeon 
or a Moody.” It would be strange if many such did 
not sooner or later come out of them. With a map 
on his knees and a Bible before him Mr. Crawford 
is praying that the number of his Bible schools may 
reach one hundred. The central school at Luanza is 
supported by Mushidi III, son of the bloodthirsty Af- 
rican Nero, Mushidi IT 

The African understands the value of such 
schools because he sees the practical consequences of 
the new birth. “How do I know that that man is 
saved?” said a raw and rebellious heathen to Mr. 
Crawford. “How do I know it is daylight without 
leaving my dark hut to see if there are streaks of 
dawn? I know it by the singing of the sunrise birds. 
I cannot get into this Christian with his new heart 
to inspect it. That’s not necessary. Its life ‘comes 
out in song.” 


Ave Crux Spes Unica.—That India, too, has a 
contribution to make to Christian interpretation based, 
on hospitality to the profounder Christian truths ap- 
pears in a quite exceptional article in the East and thd 
West. It is from an English Wesleyan missionary, 
Mr. Tomlinson, who, wearied with the tangle of in« 
stitutional administration, has cut loose from it all ta 
give himself wholly to the preaching of the Cros¢ 
through the length_and breadth of Mysore, a state the 
size of Scotland. 

He has already made discoveries. ! 

The Cross still: offends — especially the cultivated.- 
The Oriental Brahmin with his Western education 
says just what the Boston Brahmin says: -“Let us 
have the Sermon on the Mount or praise of the char- 
acter of Christ, but not this kasam, rubbish, of the 
Cross.” Yet this particular Brahmin is an apprecia- 
tive student of Christian hymnology ! 

But the people generally are profoundly moved. 
The story of the passion in all its details is related, 
and in Eastern terms. As a prologue to this the life 
and character of Jesus is interpreted in the great 
types of Indian experience. “Jesus is. shown as the 
supreme Sadhu possessing every one of the six marks 
of the Indian sadhu, — quietness, peace, forbearance, 
and the rest. Who when he was reviled reviled not 
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again. He is the Guru manifesting supremely the four 
characetristic Indian haits of the Indian teacher’s au- 
thority,—adhiti, that he should know his subject ; bodhe, 
that he should be able to teach it; sadhana, that he 
should live as he taught; and prachara, that he should 
be able to make his ing universal and world- 
wide. How perfectly Christ — this ong * a 
ipation of the amaguru, jagadguru, u- 
ps World poacher.” Then he ‘ the Maharshi, or 
Great Seer, living on earth but with treasure and heart 
hid in heaven, surrounded by the many and the phe- 
nomenal, but absorbed in the One and the Real, en- 
during as seeing the Invisible, the Seer Supreme. And 
apy Fg etd dpe ms 

ing 0 lying rat e compromise 
with evil. Small wonder that when the facts of the 
life of Jesus are preached to Indians thus the confes- 
sion invariably follows, ‘If_we could see a Sadhu, a 
Guru, a Rishi, a King of Truth like this it would be 
as though we had seen God.’ The confession recalls 
the words of our Lord, ‘He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father.’” 


The Gospel in the Mould of Indian Thought.— 
When the presentation of the personality of Christ is 
complete Mr. Tomlinson and his associates pass to 
the Passion. His most astonishing discovery has been 
the way in which the people will themselves infer 
from the Cross just what God means it to teach. 
phases. of sin, — pride, hardness, bigotry, indifference 
to spiritual things, love of money, cowardice, — all 
appear in the incidents of the Passion and these are 
the things which crucify Jesus. But these are the 
daily sins of the listeners. What they deem the pec- 
cadilloes of common life are seen to be bad enough 
to crucify the Son of God. The facts of the Cross 
without a word of doctrinal interpretation bring to 
these villagers’ lips, “If it is like that I must not sin.” 

Presently the listeners, reflecting, break out with, 
“But why should he have died? Could he not, like 
Duryodhana, have escaped from his foes? Or be- 
come invisible to them as our own gods or, like Siva, 
burnt them up with the fire of his eye?” 

Yes, he had indeed the power, but was unwilling 
to give us up. Pilate might dissociate himself from 
others by washing his hands: Not so Jesus. 

“There is an old Indian story of Siva, who when 
the demons had put ‘poison into the sea: and the earth 
was like to be destroyed, came down and churned the 
sea, so that the poison came’'to the surface. Then 
Siva drank it, took it into himself, becoming Nilak- 
antha, blue-throated, Nanjunda, the Poison-eater. 
Have we been wrong to use this Indian legend as a 
herald of the Cross of ‘Him who knew no sin,’ but 
‘was made to be sin’ on our behalf?” 

Mr. Tomlinson calls attention to two great tendencies 
of thought in India which the preaching of the Cross 
often recalls, — the inescapability of sin and the cheap- 
ening of the divine grace. Both these have their re- 
habilitation in the truth of the Cross. Pardon is not 
possible, says the religion of India. The last morsel 
of karmic fruit must be eaten. . Only by karmavipaka, 
by the complete working off of all the entail of deeds 
done in former births can release be had. On the 
other hand, prasada, grace, is so carelessly lavish that 
to bathe in the Ganges or to sit under the sacred tree 
of Siva on his birth night will bring salvation. Here 
is a ogy contradiction between the iron law of sin 
and the flexibility of escape. But in the Cross the 
facts of sin and forgiveness are harmonized. Sin 
would be inexorable but for Calvary: grace is free be- 
cause of it. 

These explanations bring from the hearers the cry, 
“If your Jesus is of this kind then Yama, the god 
of death‘and all his angels could not hold him fast,” 
and here comes the opportunity to preach the resur- 
rection with its corollary, deliverance from sin. It 
was not possible for him to, be holden of death or his 
followers of sin. ‘ 

What is Mr. Tomlinson’s outlook? “Our experi- 
ment is no more than begun,” he writes, “for we are 
feeling our way towards a method of Gospel preach- 
ing which shall commend itself to the conscience of 
India. But we are confident as never before of the 
perfect saving efficacy of the Cross and of the long- 
ing of the heart of India for just the Gospel which 
the Cross offers. Never was India more ready to lis- 
ten than to-day.” 


“Recreational Missions.”—“John Wesley’s motto, 
‘The world is my parish,’ was evidence of the sweep 
of his vision and reach of his faith,” writes the Rev. 
J. M. Yard, of the American Methodist Mission in 
Chengtu, China, “but it has produced a lot of shabby 
work by understaffed Methodists in all parts of the 
world.” So he advocates concentration and intensive 
cultivation of the mission field. 

“Our growing institutional churches need more 
money,” he continues. An article in the China Chris- 
tian Advocate gives _an attractive account of Mr. 
Yard’s own church with its playgrounds, health lec- 
tures, children’s story-telling hour, night school, and 
kindergarten. It has a concession at the annual fair 
grounds outside the West Gate “where merry-makers 
and pleasure-seekers may drink tea, read papers, play 
ping-pong, hear preaching, and receive medical atten- 
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tion.” “This one dozen things I do,” might the mod- 
ern Paul say. “The American Playground Commit- 
tee of the 
_lieves in adding recreational missions to the accepted 
evangelistic, educational, and medical missions, gave 
funds for equipping a big vacant lot here with swings, 
a teeter, tennis court, and baseball field.” 

This humanizing work, paid for in a fifty-fifty ratio 
by mission and Chinese contributions is, of course, 
good. But one wonders if it cannot easily be over- 
stressed. The danger of superficializing the religious 
life is ever with us, and the modernist drift has given 
an immense push in this direction. Repentance, con- 
version, regeneration, the new birth, easily drop out 
of sight. “We believe that our largest contribution to 
the development of the. race comes through the in- 
fluence exerted in the games which call for team-play,” 
writes a young missionary of the Colegio Internacional, 
an American Board School in Mexico, and urges his 
college friends “to come down to Guadalajera to help 
us with their bats and mitts and loyal Harvard spirit. 
of Christian service as we try to promote the things 
worthwhile in the lives of our boys.” A discerning 
Catholic paper has lately called attention to the fact 
that Protestantism was founded on the principle of 
faith without works, but that now it has degenerated 
by its emphasis on “social service” to a system of 
works without faith. This is not, of course, true of 
Protestantism as a whole, but is profoundly true of 
the rationalist movement within Protestantism. Mod- 
ern social works are more useful and enlightened than 
masses and penances and hair shirts and pilgrimages, 
but they can come to much the same thing in the end 
if they are thought of as a substitute for the Cross 
in life and teaching, and this they certainly’ are to 
many. 





Recause Feng Keeps Feeding 
the Fire! 


The corrupt and heathen politicians of Peking recalled 
Feng from the governorship of Honan to keep him within 
eyeshot. They put 15,000 heathen into his army to 
lower its Christian tone, as one pours cold water into a 
boiling kettle. But a great work of grace is going on 
among these newcomers. 














Christian Militarism.—To the vexed question of 
pacifism Christian China is making a real contribu- 
tion. An army under Jesuit educated generals, as the 
French, or commanded by neo-pagan Prussians is a 
thing of terror to the lands they overrun. Miss Marie 
Fox, of the Friends’ Relief Committee, and Fru Ellen 
Wegner, of the Swedish Relief for Germany, have at 
the instance of the Women’s International League, 
after careful investigation, reported on the French oc- 
gees They have discovered among other things 
that 

Forty-five percent of the German children in the 
Palatinate are tubercular. This because of the crowd- 
ing following French requisition of homes and the 
shortage of milk and fats consequent on military com- 
mandeering of food. : 

The increase in venereal disease has in the area oc- 
cupied by French troops increased 360 percent. This 
has followed the systematic brothelization of German 
towns, even small towns of two thousand people, by 
the, French army. 

Can there be a Christian militarism? Dr: Sherwood 
Eddy seems to think so, and finds China’s hope cen- 
tering in General Feng’s army. Where it goes com- 
mercialized vice disappears and the poor are cared for. 
The harried people welcome the glint of its bayonets 
and deplore their departure. It represents militarism 
expanding into peace and order. What a novel type 
of militarist is Feng, rising at four o’clock A. M. to 
keep his morning watch, engaged strenuously every 
moment of the day and spending the hours from 12 
to 1 P. M. in the iron foundry working with his 
own hands. For every officer and man in the army 
must learn a useful trade for use on return to civil life. 
Think of a thousand serious-faced officers gathering 
morning after morning at 7.30 to listen to Dr. Eddy’s 
Bible instruction, note-books in hand. 

And how delightful Feng’s method with ‘prisoners. 
These ruffians and marauders he is putting. under the 
Christian instruction of a batch of eighteen Chinese 
pastors. 

Would not the most convinced passive resister re- 
joice to see this army in control of China, moving 
about to suppress by force, — yes by force, — banditry, 
opium-smuggling, lawlessness, and graft? Are there 
~not crises after all to which Theodore Parker’s bon 
mot applies, “One can at times praise the Lord with 
saltpeter as well as with psaltery”? 

Twenty odd years ago, Feng, an ignorant heathen 
soldier, amused himself firing with his rifle through 
each letter on the sign in front of the Presbyterian 
Mission Hospital. He actually believed the mission- 
ary doctors were stealing the eyes and intestines of 
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Chinese children to concoct with them a liquid by 
which to send telegrams! 


“Behold, I Send You Among Wolves.” —Those of 
Bolivia are showing their gleaming teeth. The latest 
incidents of the persecution are: 

The burning of an evangelical school building. 

The imprisonment of Mr. Powlison for two 
months on a false charge. 

The burning of Bibles in the streets of La Paz. 

The oe A of Mr. Rowden, of Cucre, twice, once 
4 mae e, and a second time by a mob of three 

undred. ' 


Entries of another evangelist, Don Crisologo Bar- 
ron, who is going from valley to valley and from 
farm to farm in Bolivia, instructing the Bolivian 
people, are quoted here. It’s a page out of God’s 
ledger which reminds one that Christ’s word, “Oc- 
cupy till I come,” is really “trade,” or do business 
[pragmateusasthe, Luke 19:13], “till I come.” 

May s.—In the evening to 42 souls. 

May 6.—In the forenoon to 18 souls. 

May 7.—At Vitura, in the morning, to 22 souls. 

May 7.—At Tacacopa, in the evening, to 22 souls. 

May 8.—At Churitaca, to Cotani Indians, to 80 souls. 

May 9.—To Churttaca Homestead Indians, to 43 souls. 


and so off with an added balance, “Total dealt with 
in ten days, 480 °souls.” 

All these, he tells us, listened to~ the message of 
the Lord with great attention and were astonished 
when he explained that masses and recited prayers 
were, far from being effective to salvation, but the 
invention of money-making priests. “They were 
greatly surprised to learn that salvation was abso- 
lutely free, and many knelt and would have kissed 
my hand had I allowed it.” 

Some Indians explained that they longed to hear 
of Christ, but had no money to pay for the teaching. 
When the evangelist replied that he would not take a 
grain of wheat from them they retorted, “Yes, you say 
that, but when we have listened you will demand two 
dollars for your prayers, and if we refuse to pay 
will beat us until we do pay, as the two traveling 
priests who lately filched our money and left us 
penniless.” This complaint was heard again and 
again, 

“Do we not need to have responses said or to 
attend mass? How is it then that the priests threaten 
to jail us if we do not? Even though we beseech 
them, telling them that we hardly have’ enough ‘to 
eat and barely sufficient clothing to cover us, they 
force us into such debt that after two years of hard 
work we can scarcely pay it off. Sometimes we have 
to sell even our children to pay these debts.” 

In a later trip nearly fifteen hundred scattered souls 
received instruction from this evangelist, most of 
them for the first time. 


The documentary theory of the Pentateuch, which 
has hypnotized so many theological professors, has its 
analogue in the Wolfian theory of the Iliad, namely, 
that the Greek poem is not the product of a single 
mind, but the sedimentary deposit of a whole age of 
folk poetry. Our German critics have finally dis- 
carded this theory, however, as false and “modern 
critical science” consents to rehabilitate Homer as ‘it 
will no doubt Moses sooner or later. 

Dr. Doumergue calls attention to a similar retreat 
of criticism in French literature. The* Chanson de 
Roland has been declared by a school of critics which 
includes Renan, Gaston Paris, and other authorities 
in Romance literature, to be a collective work of pop- 
ular imagination. Now comes Bedier’s “Les Legendes 
Epiques,” described as “the most masterly. work ex- 
isting on medievalism,” to prove “a beautiful unity in 
the French epic,” where the critics had found but 
chaos, and “exactitude in geographical reference as of 
an eye-witness.” The old theory of a mosaic of bits 
pieced together by a snuffy redacteur is altogether 
abandoned and the authorship of the poem is assigned 
definitely to the clerk Turold. ' 


The works of the flesh are strife, heresies (Gal. 
5:20).— To think it dishonorable for one who is no 
longer in faith to insist on teaching his. new unbe- 
liefs in the old chair or pulpit seems to Professor Fag- 
nani of Union Seminary “a sad commentary on the 
mental processes of. the average man. If he reflected 
a little he would realize that an honorable and loyal 
man instead of resigning is conscientiously bound to 
remain and bring as many of his brethren as possible 
to his way of thinking” (“In Praise of Heresy,” Chris- 
tian Work, March 10.) 

This is subtle, but passes the real point. There 
would be little criticism of the unbelieving profes- 
sor or preacher if he resigned and went to his work 
of propaganda at his own expense. It is because he 
insists on doing this while drawing income from 
evangelical endowments that the plain man instinct- 
ively revolts. He appears to such as dog biting the 
feeding hand, not as heroic innovator. To compare 


the men who have looted Andover and are Unitarian- 
izing other seminaries,— professors of ar*ple salary 
and long vacations — with Giordano Bruno in his shirt 
of flame is palpably absurd. 


New Hampton, N. H. 





Girls’ Problems of To-day 





Dear Mother Ruth: I have been brought up on a farm up 
the state; my family want me home, although with so 
many children at home, I feel I ought to work. Whenever 
I return to the city from vacations my health runs down, 
and I am threatened with a serious trouble. I feel I should 
go back, but I don’t want to go. 

You see, I'll confess, I just love the lights in the city, 
the hustle and’ “go.” I love to ride in the trolley-cars, and 
see the sights. I like the movies, and I hate to go back 
to remain. Do you think I am foolish?—COUNTRY GIRL. 


Y DEAR child, get down on your knees and 
thank God you have a home, and that it is in 
the country, and that your father is a farmer. 

The greatest blessing God can bestow on you is 
‘to give you health,—a something money can’t buy. 
Would you shut yourself-out from this because your 
sense craves the sights and the glamor of the city? 
I believe this is a temptation you must overcome 
through a higher power than your own, and not try 
to settle it alone or in your own strength. You don’t 
want God to have the gift of health for you, and you 
refuse it. 

If duty called you to the city, or doing good for 
others demanded your presence there, that would be 
a different consideration, but if your reason is a self- 
ish one, and one too that works you harm, then it is 
very evident God is not directing you to remain, and 
some day you will wake up, when it is too late, to 
find yourself ill, unable to care for yourself, and re- 
turning to the farm, perhaps to die, and selling your 
life for what? The “lights of a city,” the things that 
fade away; excitement that eats your life and gives 
you absolutely nothing in return. 

I beg of you, take joy, happiness, contentment from 
the things God has not only created but given to you, 
and teach yourself to love the things that are pure 
and holy; seek companionship with Jesus Christ, your 
best friend, and so build up a Christian life that will 
stand for something. “Without health you can not 
be of the highest usefulness. Trust God to lead you 
in your country life, and prepare you for whatever 
he has for you in the future. You will remember, 
Moses spent forty years in the country, in a tent, and 
yg forth to do a magnificent work for God through 

od. 

Put your feet on self; accept the overcoming power 
which is yours for the asking; get your eyes and 
thoughts higher than the tawdry tinsel of the day, and 
don’t waste time on the works of the devil. 

I wonder what you are reading. On what do you 
feed your mind and heart? Feed on the best and 
highest things in God, and take this wonderful chance 
he gives you to make a successful life. 





Dear Mother Ruth: Do you think it is wrong to love 
dress, and to spend all your wages on it? I go to Sunday- 
school, I belong to church, but I just love silk stockings, 
and the brightest colors to be found. I love to dress well. 
I am young, and I feel I can save later in life, and why 
shouldn’t I look my best?—GOOD LOOKER. 


EAR “GOOD LOOKER.”—yYour question is a 
very natural one for your sex. We all like to 
look our “best,” as you put it. 

Let me ask you a question. What is your “best”? 
To dress up like a fashion-plate? Come now, let us 
reason together. Do you know that many times the 
dress tells what kind of a person a girl is? And 
many times the clothes give impressions that are en- 
tirely wrong, and a girl is misjudged, as to character 
and kind. 

The safest way is to so clothe oneself that when 
you are met and seen every one will not see your 
clothes first, and not know who is in them. Don’t you 
think it is better to be known by what you really are? 
Have you ever met people who were so attractive and 
some one has inquired, “What did she have on?” And 
you have had to reply, “Why, I really never noticed, 
she was so lovely I never thought of her clothes.” 

My dear, who made colors? Where do artists in 
dressmaking get their combination of shades? You 
may ask the most influential of them, and they will 
tell you, from nature. Look out on the heavens, did 
you ever see such a blue as you see in the sky? Can 
you tell me how many shades of green there are? 
Look at the blossoms, did you ever see such a blend- 
ing of colgrs and such exquisite tracings and shadings 
as God has given us? God ceftainly loves colors. 

Yes, these are wonderful, but do we want them 
where they do not belong? After all, it is not the 
color, it is not the shape of the garment, it is the 
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vanity that is underneath them that we must examine. 
We have to learn that what is in us tells on our faces, 
in our walk, in our talk. What is inside comes out; 
hide it as we might wish to do, it is impossible. 

Don’t misunderstand me, it is a laudable wish and 
ambition to look well, but not to give all attention, all 
money, to that one desire. 

Did you ever think of your personal relation to 

on the money question? Do you know you are 
only a steward of it for him? Would you enjoy hav- 
ing him ask you for an accounting and have to tell 
him that you spent every penny on yourself? Do 
you never want to take a part in the work of your 
church, your missionary society, or your Sunday- 
school ? 

I really believe your chief trouble is that you have 
not been thinking.. Certainly you have not been think- 
ing Godward! Wouldn’t it be fine if you would start 
to tithe, and give God one-tenth of what you receive? 
You think that too much? No, no, that is only be- 
cause you have not been giving and you have not 
formed the habit of it. When you once realize the 
joy of doing for some one else, through your own 
self-denial, you will learn what real joy is. Prove it. 

Begin to commune with the dear Saviour on these 
things, and you will be surprised how he will change 

our tastes, and all vulgar in dressing will lose 
its attractiveness, and the tone of your very clothes will 
speak of the spirit that is growing within. Don’t 
be afraid to talk to God, even about your clothes, for 
he who clothes “the lily of the field’ in such rare 
beauty will give you, who are a living soul, judgment 
and wisdom to dress to honor him, and glorify him 
even in your personal appearance. Then you will look 
your “best.” 


What Does the Jew To-day 
Think of Christ? 
(Continued from page 335) 


over several years ago. His text was, “This people 
have I formed for myself; they shall show forth my 
praise,” and after some preliminary remarks pro- 
ceeded: “Did Israel realize the high destiny to which 
he was called? Has the world become in any way 
enriched by the event we are celebrating to-day? To 
ask the question is to answer it. Israel became the 
religious teacher of mankind. He has given the world 
their book of faith, the Bible, with its vast conception 
of an ethical God. who is supreme above the material 
deities that men fashion for themselves. . . . But the 
treasures of the Jewish spirit are not restricted to the 
Bible. For more than two thousand years, since 
Malachi wrote the last page of the Old Testament, 
Israel has been poring over his prophetic writings, 
and evolving from them fresh inspiration for the en- 
lightenment of humanity. He has adapted the wisdom 
of the ages to ever new needs. With unwearied dili- 
gence he has studied the ordinances of his ancient law- 
givers, and reared thereon a structure of religious 
piety and new law, of social justice, of charity, and 
of household sanctities, which is the admiration of the 
educated world. In Talmud and Midrash, in Halacha 
and Hagada, the Jewish mind expressed itself with a 
force that showed its creative genius to be inexhaust- 
ible. And by the side of this remarkable literature 
stands a no less remarkable history which Herder 
called the greatest poem of all time... . With such 
a literature and such-a history we may well claim to 
be the world’s teachers in all that concerns the things 
of the spirit. We have justified the prophet’s dtc- 
laration, “This people have I formed for myself; they 
shall show forth my praise.” 

Unfortunately many unenlightened, so-called Chris- 








He Goes Before 


By Maud Hamlett Perkins 


O MAKE of pain untotheend 
A tender teacher, faithful friend, 

To tura the sordidness and clay 
To fragrant blossoms by the way, 
To touch the morn a quicker gleam, 
And add new notes to singing stream, 
In loveliness He goes before,— 
Jehovah's angel,—evermore, 


To make of these a task divine : 

Wee garments hung on sunny line, 

A needed stitch, a wielded broom, 

A well browned loaf, a garnished room, 
In loveliness He goes before,— 
Jehovah’s angel,—evermore. 


To bring conviction keen and deep, 

To show God’s power to save and keep, 
From tinted dawn to sundown sky, 

To hear my prayer before I cry, 

In lovelinese He goes before,— 
Jehovah’s angel,—evermore. 


JUNE 2, 1923 


tians encéurage the Jews in such vain boasting, but 
their whole history these ‘past nineteen centuries, as 
well as the Word of God, prove that it is nothing but 
self-deception on their to think that the Jews had 
or have a mission of blessing to the world apart from 
Christ. As a matter of fact, since the destruction of 
the second Temple and their dispersion among the na- 
tions, it is Christ and his apostles (whom they as a 
nation as yet disown), and not the Rabbis (whether 
Orthodox or Reform) who have become the religious 
and spiritual teachers of mankind; ancient lautt has 
in been the instrument in God's hand to preserve 
to the world “the book of faith, the Bible,” but it is 
the true Church of Christ, and not the spiritually dead 
and impotent synagogue, which has translated the 
Bible into all the languages of the world and is circu- 
lating it among all nations — the Jews as a people hav- 
ing done absolutely nothing all these centuries to spread 
abroad the knowledge of God on the earth; and finally, 
not “the Talmud and Midrash, Halacha and Hagada,” 
but the New Testament is the true continuation of the 
self-revelation of God through Moses and the prophets 
— modern Judaism being in reality an excrescence of 
the true religion of Israel. 

The Jewish nation has indeed a great mission of 
blessing yet to fulfil in the world, but that is condi- 
tioned upon their national repentance and themselves 
being first blessed in and through Him whom God has 
set to be “the Light of the Gentiles,” as well as “the 
glory of his people Israel.” 

I have tried in this article to show in broad out- 
line the attitude to Christ and his Gospel of what I 
may call organized official Judaism—as represented 
by its acknowledged leaders amd teachers, but let me 
in closing remind the Christian reader that, while to 
the great mass of the “orthodox” our Lord Jesus 
Christ is still the “abhorred of the nation,’ and while 
the Reform Jews have only come so far as to ac- 
knowledge him as a good and true man, and to claim 
him and his teaching as the product of the religious 
genius of the Jewish people, there has always been 
a remnant in the nation—and thank God, this rem- 
nant is larger to-day than at any time since the days 
of the Apostles—to’ whom Jesus has been and is 
“the fairest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely” 
and whose answer to the question, “But whom say ye 
that I am?” is, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God,” or, in the words of him of whom Jesus 
said, “Behold an Israelite indeed in whom is no guile” 


— “Rabbi, thou art the Son of God} thou art the King. 


of Israel.” 

And when the “blindness in part” which has be- 
fallen Israel. shall be removed, and their eyes are 
opened to behold the true glory of him whom they 
have pierced, then the whole nation shall show an 
axample of love and zeal for their Messiah such as 
has not been known in the world. 


Lonpon. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















And the Word was towards God (tr John 1:1). 


O IT is literally, pros ton theon. The Logos in 

the beginning is represented as standing before 
God. But after Christ’s earthly ministry John can 
speak of the Lord as having been pros ton patera, 
towards the Father (who was with the Father, 1 John 
1:2). This earthly ministry revealed God as Father 
and now in our Lord we have an advocate pros ton 
patera, facing One who is Father to us as well as Al- 
mighty God. 

Paul tells the Corinthians that as heathen they 
were pros ta eidola ta aphona, with their faces set 
toward voiceless idols (1 Cor. 12:2). “Now,” he 
continues, in the letter to the Thessalonians, “ye have 
turned about from idols,” pros ton theon, “toward 
God, to serve the living and true God and to wait for 
his Son from heaven” (1 Thess. 1:9). 

Tolstoi describes his conversion as liké thé course 
of a man who turns about on the road he is walking. 
Things on the left hand are now on the right; those 
before on the right are now on the left. This right- 
about changes absolutely our relation to God. Being 
justified by faith we have peace toward God, pros ton 
theon (Rom. 5:1). By Christ’s work we are brought 
into the place which he occupied in the beginning. 
We, too, are facing the Father, pros ton patera. We 
can now look forward to being at home toward the 
Lord, pros ton kurion (2 Cor. 5:8). Nothing now 
prevents us from facing the Throne or coming. boldly 
to it. Our earthly life is now lived in the face of 
God, katinopion tou theou (2 Cor. 2:17) because we 
have this trust through Christ toward God, pros ton 
theon (2 Cor. 3:4). And everywhere Christians are 
known as those whose faces are set towards the Eter- 
nal Sun (in every place your faith toward God, pros 
ton theon, is spread abroad (1 Thess. 1:8). 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Lesson for June 17 
The Book of Esther 













The Lesson Pilot 
_ By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


NE day in her old age Queen Victoria said to 

her chaplain, Canon Farrar, something like this: 

“T have been reading a book on the second com- 
img of Christ. Tell me what you think of the Bible’s 
teaching about it.” 

Dr. A. C. Dixon was telling the story at the recent 
meeting in Philadelphia of the Interdenominational 
Foreign Mission Association of North America. “I 
do not know Canon Farrar’s answer ‘to the Queen,” 
he said, “but she concluded by saying, ‘I only wish my, 
Lord might return in my own lifetime, for I would 
rejoice to lay at his feet the crown of Great Britain 
and India.’ ” . 

Their Majesties, Victoria of Great Britain and Es- 
ther of Persia, are an example to all rulers in holding 
their power subservient to God’s will (compare Dr. 
Smellie, 5, 6). (Both queens, by the way, ruled over 
India, 1: 1.) 


The place of this story in the history of Israel is 
shown by Dr. Thomas (I, 1). The continuance by 
the Jews of our own day of the feast of Purim (8: 
97-14; 9:20, 20-32) is a confirmation of this history, 


- which includes the period from the third (1:3, 4) to 


the twelfth year (or beyond 3:7; ch. 10) of Ahasu- 
erus. In the third year of the reign, according to 
Herodotus, Xerxes, commonly believed by commenta- 
tors to be this Ahasuerus, at the time of a great festive 
assembly at Susa, planned a great expedition against 
Greece. Daniel had foretold the venture (Dan. 11: 2). 
The riotous luxury of the court led to Vashti’s de- 
position and Esther’s elevation. In his seventh year, 
according to secular history, Xerxes suffered his great 
defeats in the battles-of Platea and Mycale. In the 
tenth month of this seventh year Esther became queen 
(2:16). The long interval between Vashti’s deposi- 
tion and Esther’s elevation was doubtless caused by 
the Greek expedition. Xerxes is here seen attempt- 
ing “to bury his disgrace in the pleasures of the 
seraglio.” 

The seventy-five thousand who were slain by the 
Jews in self-defense (9:16) were probably not the 
people of Persia at all. The latter were monotheistic, 
and sympathized, no doubt, with Jewish worship of 
one God. The slain were probably the idolaters of the 
one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, from India 
to Ethiopia, who hated the Jews for their monotheism. 

Differing from the view here given of the identity 
of Ahasuerus, the Companion Bible holds that this 
king was Astyages, that Vashti was Aryennis, daugh- 
ter of the king of Lydia, and that Esther was the 
mother of the wonderful King Cyrus. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

A good plan of study is by analyzing the characters 
of the chief persons (Dr. Thomas’ outline). 

The absence of the name of God from the book is 
Divinely designed perhaps. “When God is invisible 
he is not the less active. . . . God works no less in 
the world where he is veiled than by his grace in the 
church where he is revealed.” 

Yet three ancient manuscripts reveal the name of 
Jehovah, printed large, four times, in a Hebrew acros- 
tic. A study in an appendix of the Companion Bible 
works out an English parallel: 


The word “Jehovah” in Hebrew, like the word 
“Lord” in English, by which it is translated in the 
Authorized Version, consists of four letters, which, 
when written as in Hebrew, are read, of course, from 
right to lefit—“J, H, V, H,” or, with the vowels 
supplied, “Je; Ho, Va, H.” 

The first acrostic occurs in 1: 20: 

; “All the wives shall give 
to their husbands honor.” : 
Or, more literally, 
oe SS ee. 
“shall-give the-wives and-all it 

A free English equivalent is: 

Due Respect Our Ladies 
shall give to their husbands.” 


The second acrostic is in 5:4: 


“Let the King and Haman come this day’ 

More literally representing the Hebrew form: 
7 @ 5 8 = 8. @ 

“This-day and-Haman the-King let-come.” 


5] 
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LESSON 12. JUNE 17. ESTHER, THE PATRIOT QUEEN 


The Book of Esther 








Reading: Psalm 124. 
Topic: Esther, the Brave 
sson Material: Esther 4:6to 5: 3. 

Memory Verse: I will fear no evil; for thou art with me.— 

‘ Sag 23:4. . 
J Lesson Material : eo ¥; 453005: 3. 

Memory Verse: Esther 4: 14. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Esther’s Heroism. 
ew vous People and Adults: Esther: A Study of Patriot- 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Esther 4: 13-to §: 3 

4:13 Then Mordecai bade them return answer unto Esther, 
Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king’s 
house, more than all the Jews. 14 For if thou altogether 
holdest thy peace at this time, then will relief and deliver- 
ance arise to the Jews from another place, but thou and -thy 
father’s house will perish: and who knoweth whether thou 
art not come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 
15 Then Esther bade them return answer unto Mordecai, 
16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in 
Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink 
for three days, night or day: I also and my maidens will 
fast in like manner; and so will I go in unto the king, 
which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish. 
17 So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that 
Esther had commanded him. 

5:1 Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put 
on her royal apparel, and stood in the inner court .of the 
king’s house, over against the king’s house: and the king 
sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, over against 
the entrance of the house. 2 And it was so, when the 
king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, that she 
obtained favor in his sight; and the king held out to 
Esther the golden sceptre that was in his hand. 
Esther drew near, and touched the top of the sceptre. 
3 Then said the king unto her, What wilt thou, queen 
Esther? and what is thy request? it shall be given thee 
even to the half of the kingdom. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








In free English equivalent: 


“Let Our Royal Dinner 
this day be graced by the King and Haman.” 


The third acrostic is in 5: 13: 
“Yet all 
this availeth me nothing 
so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the 
King’s gate.” 
Or, literally representing the Hebrew acrostic: 
me ee PRE 
“To-me availeth nothing this.” 
Or, Anglicized with linguistic liberty : 
“Yet am I 
saD, foR nO avaiL 
is all this to me.” 


The fourth acrostic is in 7:7, when Haman saw 
That evil was determined against him 


by-the King.” 
Hebrew equivalent: 
2 5 6 3 4 I 


“evil against-him was-determined that” 
Free English parallel: 
“For he saw that there was 
eviL tO feaR, determineD 
against him by the King.” 


Each acrostic is uttered by a different speaker. The 
first and third, which read backwards in the Hebrew, 
by Gentiles, Memucan and Haman; and the second 
and fourth, which go forward, by Jews, Esther, and 
the inspired writer. God works in two ways — by 
ruling and over-ruling. He is over-ruling where the 
two acrostics go backward, and ruling where the 
other two read forward! ; 

A helpful typical study of Esther is that of Dr. 
Harris H. Gregg: 

1. The Sentence of Death upon a Sinful Race. As 
the wicked Haman secured a death sentence upon the 
whole Jewish race (3: 8-15), so Satan lured our first 
parents to the sin that brought the sentence of death 
upon the human. race (Rom. 3:9, 19, 23; Ezek. 18: 4). 

2. Three Days’ Preparation for Redemption. Esther 
went through three days of preparation, waiting until 
the third day, when she robed herself, and then took 
the condemnation of her race upon herself. “If I per- 
ish, I perish,” she said. She counted the cost (Dr. 
Smellie, 4; Mr. Howard; Round-Table, 1; Family 
Worship for Thursday). Only as we put ourselves 
back in her Oriental environment, can we realize her 
courage (Dr. Smellie, 2, 3). Our Lord, three days 
in the tomb, rose the third day. 

3. Identification of Redeemer and Redeemed in 
Death. With this self-assumed sentence of the death 
of her people upon her, Esther went into the presence 
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Golden Text.—Who knoweth whether thou art not come to the kingdom for such a time as this ?—Esther 4: 14 





of the king. In the thought of God we are crucified, 
buried, and risen with our ascended Lord. 


4. Saved by Grace. The king extended the sceptre 
of his grace [compare Round-Table, 3] to the one who 
bore vicariously the guilt of her people. God ap- 
pointed a day in which the world should be judged 
in righteousness by a man, and that day that man 
hung upon a tree, and the day of death became the 
day of life for the doomed race of mankind. 


5. Spreading the Good News. But the death-doomed 
people had to be told the glorious news. Letters were 
written in the’ King’s name and sent “by posts on 
horseback, and riders on mules, camels, and young 
dromedaries” (8:10). “This is the greatest mission- 
ary scene in all the Bible. Horses, camels, and drome- 
daries were not trying to occupy each other’s terri- 
tory. The man with the dromedary knew his terri- 
tory was the farthest away. Have you a dromedary 
— gold, or talents? or have you only a little mule?” 
Mr. Baron, in his article, “What Does the Jew To- 
day Think of Christ?” points out the opportunity of 
evangelizing this race. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Have we realized that we, too, have “come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this”? (4:14; Eph. 2: 10; 
Mr. Ridgway, 1.) What just one man and one wo- 
man, utterly yielded to God and praying through, may 
do for the delivery of his or her people is strikingly 
pointed out in the Introduction to Family Worship 
(see also the verse quoted by Mr. Smith). 


Teaching Points 


God’s covenant with Israel is everlasting, and his 
providences have been over the nation all tkrough its 
history just as really as they were in the days of 
Esther (the Cartoon; Dr. Ellis’.third paragraph). 

A study of Esther as a patriot teaches us that “a 
country can only be right as its principles are based on 
the Word of God” (Dr. Thomas, II, 3). There are 
all too many in our own country who would be ac- 
curately described by Dr. Johnson’s definition of a 
patriot (Dr. Smellie, 1). 

The mighty way in which God can make use of the 
charm of womanhood is the lesson of Esther for all 
girls (Mrs. Askew; Mr. Ridgway; Round-Table, 2). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


In what two books of the Bible does the name of 
God not occur? (Dr. Thomas, I, 1.) 


What were the three steps of Esther’s heroism? 
(Dr. Thomas, II, 3.) 


PHILADELPHIA. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Viee- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe Law or IntEREST.—The motive of all 
mental activity is some interest, instinctive or 
acquired, 











HE interest of the Jews in the story of Esther is © 


easily traced. Theirs is a race that has ‘known 
its full share of persecution, and here is a story of 
their triumph over their would-be exterminators in a 
very critical period of their history. To them it is 
persorial. afid vital. It is doubtful whether it can 
ever have to those who are not Jews the sort of ap- 
peal that has made the book, even without the ex- 
pressed name of God (or shall we say because of 
this, due to their reverence for the name of Jeho- 
vah?) one of the most beloved of all their Scriptures. 

Then, too, there is in the book of Esther the appeal 
of real heroism which is heightened by the manifesta- 
tion of it on the part of one whose whole tendency 
would seemingly be to shrink from it. And back of 
this patriotism expressing itself in heroism is all the 
charm of Queen Esther herself, to say nothing of 
the plot of the story as it unfolds and urges us on to 
the ending, to note what we cannot help feeling is 
the working of divine retribution. 

To those who are interested in the history of the 
Jew as the record of a divinely preserved people 
through all the years, of course there is the added 
interest of an evidence of this divine care even in 
the direst straits; and to such there will appear in the 
account unmistakable evidences of the divine order- 
ing, whatever may be the explanation of the omission 
of the divine name from this wonderful book. 


Huntinocpon, Pa. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





L The Lesson’s Main Message 

T IS generally accepted that the date of Esther is 
| ao ehe B. C. and that the story should come in 

between Ezra chapter 6 and chapter 7. It will 
help us_to understand the character of Esther if we 
compare and contrast her with the other people in 
the Each of the leading persons shows a dis- 
tinct type of character, but it is ty —aege a 
ing to notice at the same time how they live ques 
unconscious of the overruling providence of 
They are seen to be free and responsible, and yet, be- 
hind everything is God’s purpose. It has often been 
noted that the name of God does not occur in the 
book (or also in Solomon’s Song), but although his 
name is not found his presence is seen at every point, 
and the book has been fitly called “the book of the 
providence of God.” (1) 

Ahasuerus. It is qeeraily thought that the king 
is the one known in history as Xerxes, and his con- 
duct certainly agrees with what is recorded of the 
character of this monarch, He is seen to be an empty, 
boastful man to whom the lives of thousands of his 
subjects are a matter of supreme indifference. He 
isealso shown to be indolent, self-indulgent, and yet 
influenced by his favorite. The picture given of this 
Persian king is, unfortunately, only too true to life. 
The monarchs were surrounded by their menials, and 
as they did not know the actual circumstances which 
were happening, could not lead a genuine, normal 
life. As Maclaren says, no wonder that kings of 
this kind “wallowed in sensuality and lest pith and 
manhood.” 

Vashti. The king in his selfishness desired to show 
the princes her beauty (1:11), but she refused to 
obey (v. 12), probably because she had made a feast 
for the women in the royal house (v. 9). But it 
was thought that her example would be prejudicial 
(v. 17) and her disobedience ied to her downfall. We 
are only concerned with the customs of this heathen 
omen The picture tells its own story to those who 
read. 

Esther. The word means “star,” while her He- 
brew name, Hadassah, means “myrtle.” She had 
been brought up by Mordecai, her aged cousin (2: 

), and quite unexpectedly she was brought into the 
Line's house. It is clear that she was gracious and 
trustworthy from the fact that she pleased the keeper 
of the women more than the others (v. 9). True 
to Mordecai’s instructions, she did not reveal her na- 
tionality. The royal favor was soon seen (v. 7). 
Then follows the story of her interposition on be- 
half of the pone, prompted by Mordecai’s appeal. 
With splendid courage she determined to approach 
the king (4:16), notwithstanding that the law was 
aBainst he, The words, “If I perish, I perish,” re- 
veal her magnificent boldness. The resylt of this 
was favor at the hands of the king (5: 1-3), and, as 
we know from the outcome, she identified herself 
with the Jews, pleading for their lives (7:3, 4), with 
the result that her request was abundantly answered, 
the enemy vanquished and her people saved. 

Mordecai. He had been led into captivity, but did 
not realize what would happen to him and the part 
he would have to play. The faithfulness of the man 
is seen in his revelation of the design to kill the king 
(2:22, 23). _He was also thoroughly true to his 
F = a principles in refusing to pay reverence to 

aman (3:2-4). This, however, roused the wrath 
of Haman, and on learning that Mordecai was a Jew 
he determined if possible to destroy both him and all 
the Jews. The story goes on to show how the plot 
failed, and how as the outcome Mordecai was honored 
(8:7, 8). 

Haman. It has often been pointed out that the his- 
tory of Haman illustrates the words, “Pride goeth 
before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall” 
(Prov. 16:18). His promotion by the king (3:1) 
evidently affected his sense of personal dignity, be- 
cause he could not overlook the attitude of Mordecai 
(3:5). ‘The man, however, was evidently boastful 
(5:11) as well as actuated by revenge and meanness, 
because all his honor seemed to him to be as nothing 
so long as Mordecai was left unharmed (5:13). A 
further illustration of the overweening vanity of the 
man is seen in his answer to the king (6:6), think- 
the that the reference was to himself. But there was 
corresponding disappointment when it was seen that 
the allusion was to Mordecai (6:10), and the story 
of how Haman was outwitted by Esther and doomed 
to death on the very gallows prepared for Mordecai 
(7:10), shows how, .as it has been truly said, “the 
God of grace is also the God of judgment.” 


Devotional Reading : Psalin 124. The title is “A 
Psalm of Rescue from Enemies,” and is appropriatel 
used in connection with the history of Esther. ( 1) 
Recognition of deliverance (vs. 1-5); (2) praise for 
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deliverance (v. 6). (3) testimony to deliverance (v. 
7); (4) explanation of deliverance (v. 8). 

Books.— Pulpit aarp g volume on Ezra, Ne- 
hemiah, Esther (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 51 
vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold only in sets); Esther, by Dr. 
Elder Cumming, in Devotional Commentary (Pres- 
byterian Board of Publication, Chicago, $1.25, net) ; 
“Notes on the Book of Esther,” by Ironsides (Loiz- 
eaux Bros., ‘(New York, 60 cts.); articles on er 


in Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, Phil- 


adelphia, $4), and International Standard Bible En- 
cyclopedia (Howard-Severance Co., Chicago). <A 
treatment covering the entire book of Esther will be 
found in The Sunday School Times for July 29, 1922. 


ll. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Esther's Heroism. This 
is seen in three ways. (1) The Danger. She gave 
careful heed to the appeal of Mczdecai who started 
by ores on the lowest ground that she would per- 
ish with the rest of the Jews if she did not speak. 
Her own life was, therefore, at stake. (2) The 
Preparation. She thereupon faced the facts and 
counted the cost, asking for time and meanwhile 
urging the necessity of fasting. She determined to 

© in to the king, saying with splendid courage, “If 
perish, I perish.” (3) Then came the Venture. 
Having made her resolution, she was calm and ready 
for every emergency, and although she did not know 
what might happen, with such an impulsive and 
changeful tyrant, she did not hesitate to take action. 
This was the spirit taught by our Lord: “Whosoever 
would save his life shall lose it, and whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s shall save 
it” (Mark 8:35). (2) 


2. Young People and Adults: Esther a Study of 
Patriotism. The following marks of genuine patriot- 
ism are seen in Esther’s case and show us to-day in 
what patriotism should consist. (1) She was con- 
scious of the great need of her people. (2) She pos- 
sessed a deep love for her people. (3) She was ready 
to run great risk for her le. (4) She won a 
great victory for her people. hind this patriotism 
was her consciousness of God, for, as Maclaren says, 
“though they said little about their religion they acted 
it, which is better.” A country can only be right as 
its principles are based on the Word of God. “That 
or is morally wrong can never be politically right.” 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Golden Text suggests the work of Esther as a 
mediator, and in this connection the story suggests 
some of the deepest spiritual lessons. 

1. The Need of a Mediator. The danger to the 
Jews was real, especially because of the law which 
was togarded as incapable of being broken or modi- 
fied. : Bible truth is that “the soul that sinneth, 
oe die,” because of the certainty of the law of 


2. The Position of the Mediator. Esther was en- 
abled to mediate because of her relation to the king. 
Christ is mediator between God and man because he 
is both God and man (1 Tim. 2:5). 

3. The Action of the Mediator. Esther interposed 
between her people and the king, and the Lord is our 
Mediator and Advocate, thou of course, in this 
respect he has been provided for us by the Father 
(John 3:16; Heb. 7: 19,.22; 8: 26). . 

4. The Work of thé Mediator. The deliverance 
was complete, and the Jews were saved from their 
enemy and preserved in safety. So Christ our Medi- 
ator saves “to the uttermost” (Heb. 7:25), because 
he — for the sins of thé whole world (1 John 
2:2, 2). 

IV. Leading Questions 

What is the most prominent feature in Esther’s 
character ? 

How may we account for the silence of this book 
about God, prayer, and praise? ‘ 

“There’s a divinity that shapes our ends, rough- 
hew them how we will.” Itlustrate these words from 
this book. 

How can patriotism be made and kept religious? 

Is it possible to apply the Golden Text to our lives 
to-day? 

PHILADELPHIA. - 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


SAND if I perish, I perish.” To interview a 

heathen king is a perilous undertaking. But 
the dauntless woman weighed her dangers and went 
ahead. It is not bravery that goes blindly to the 


mission field without “counting the cost” and realize' 


ing there will be dangers and discomforts. It is the 
true bravery that realizes, like Esther did, that one is 
going straight forward to the utmcst danger, and is 
willing to meet it. 

But the secret of her victory is prayer. And you 
may conquer in the same way. You may fear and trem- 
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ble as you weigh your dariger. You may be facing 
not one heathen king but a thousand strongholds of 
heathenism. But the prayer of faith’is the secret of 
deliverance, and you will have the wonderful joy of 
seeing their souls saved. A missionary writes: 

the joy! the unspeakable joy of saving souls! To- 
night I can hardly see to write, for tears of joy. 
am bowed down with the weight of gladness as I 
have to-day seen so many t Christ? who would 
have never known of him if I had not come here. 
I can hardly bear the joy...” Yes,-Esther, thy joy 
of delivering a nation is pale beside the joy of de- 
livering one soul from death eternal. 

And what about praying here at home? If we 
cannot, like Esther, ad right into the presence of 
danger, we can, like Mordecai, go our way and gather 
the le together to pray for those who do go 
forth. e can so labor in prayer that the hearts 
of the heathen will be ripe for the Gospel, and the 
missionaries will find favor as did Esther. Let us 
desire to be Esther; but if we have not her gifts, 
let us paring: J e to be = pr og not 
content with simply praying ourselves, but getti 
others together also. 

Niacara Fatts, Can. 
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Just to Scorn the Consequence 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


TRIOTISM has many tints and hues. It may 

be black as night, as when Dr. Johnson desig- 
nated it “the last refuge of a scoundrel,” be- 
cause to him it seemed an attitude of mind and a 
course of conduct prompted by motives purely sor- 
did and selfish. Or it may wear a surface glitter and 
yet be ugly’ underneath. But, on the other hand, 
triotism can be entirely beautiful. Jesus had it. 


‘aul throbbed with it. The saints in all ages have cul- 
tivated and cherished it. Like the poet »iiag they 
ave been true to the kindred points of heaven and 
home —the shining country beyond the stars, and 
oF familiar country where they were born and bred. 






Esther’s patriotism was of the finest sort. 

One thing it did was to quench and destroy the 
fear of man. 

Those Eastern monarchs, of whom Ahdsuerus was 
a typical example, were arbitrary and unreasoning, 
despotic, and cruel. The young queen knew it’ well. 
Yet, because her heart wept and bled for her He- 
brew kinsfolk whom death threatened, she was ready 
to take the initiative, to risk an unprecedented ven- 


ture, and alone by herself to face the fierceness of . 


the sovereign’s wrath. So will I go in unto the king, 
she said, which is not according to the law. (2) 

There are laws more honored in the breach than 
in the observance. But when they are enacted and 
enforced by rulers who are untroubled by many vis- 
itations of pity, and by tribunals whose vindictiveness 
is more in evidence than either their justice or their 
mercy, it is a test of the highest courage to break 


them. We may well admire the patriotism which,, 


like Esther’s, is perfectly aware of the hindering 
Statute, and of the tyranny which will feel no scruple 
about putting it into exectition, and nevertheless ad- 
vances bravely along the path of duty. “The men 
signed of the Cross of Christ,” a living singer writes, 
“go gaily in the dark.” And sometimes they are not 
men, but tender women and sensitive girls. (3) 


A second thing which Esther’s patriotism. did was 
to surmount and dissipate the thought of self. 

To the last farthing she had counted the cost, 
Suppose that death was in the cup that she was lift- 
ing to her lips, well then, death would only be sweet 
and seemly in the cause of her persecuted nation. 
She was young, and life is very dear to the young, 
She was a queen, and queens have possessions and 
pleasures which are beyond the reach of common 
folk. But for Jerusaflem’s sake she was prepared to 
sacrifice everything. To redeem Israel she would lay 
herself down on the altar of burnt-offering, and, like 
Jephthah’s daughter, “thrid the sombre boskage of 
the wood Toward the morning star.” Jf I perish, I 
perish, Esther said. (4) ~ 

It is not an ordinary fortitude which can so com- 
pletely abandon self, meeting its hopes and desires, 
its predilections and pgssibilities, with an uncom- 
promising No. I came upon this sentence the other 
day in an essay of George Santayana’s: “As some 
of us are cowards about crossing the Channel, and 
others about crossing the bar, so almost everybody 
is a coward about his own humanity.” He is speak- 
ing of our extreme reluctance, ever and for any pur- 
pose, to be counted absurd or written down fools. But 
far greater is our reluctance to part with life and 
die, though it should be for the noblest of. ends. 
These are the alpine heights of self-abnegation to 
which Esther’s patriotism, like that indeed we have 
seen nearer home in our own time, invites and sum- 
mons us. And may we have strength not to shrink 
from the call. 


Yet another thing, and a better, which Esther’s 
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gery did was to drive her inte close 
aith and fellowship with God. (5) 

Without him, she felt, it was vanity to 
dream of fighting her country’s battle. 
It was he who had the hearts of kings in 


: his hands, and could turn thegn like the 
thersoever 


rivers of water, whi x he chose. 
His interposition, as Mordecai her cousin 
assured her, was certain. Enlargement 
and deliverance shall arise to the Jews, 
he affirmed in confident accents. The one 
question for Esther to determine was 
whether she would herself be God’s fel- 
low-worker, or would fall to the rear and 
the.slaves in the hour of his triumph, 
Who knoweth, shrewd and godly Mor- 
decai asked, whether thou art not come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this? 
And when she and her maidens had spent 
their three days of fasting and prayer, 
Esther was of the same mind as Mordecai. 
She, an unknown Jewish girl a few weeks 
back, was now the diademed mistress 
of an empire, why? To meet a stern and 
awful crisis. To do a great work. To 
win a marvelous emancipation. To be 
a eee of the Lord God Almighty. 


Patriotism such as this is invincible. 
To believe that God lives, that his gov- 
ernment spells wisdom and righteousness 
and love, and that his victory is as un- 
doubted as that the morrow’s sun will 
rise. To see ourselves set apart expressly 
to aid him in baffling his enemies and in 
establishing his reign. To go forth to 
his campaign after being alone with him- 
self in trust and in entreaty. How it 
rids us of fear! How it clothes us with 
supernatural power. How it transmutes 
the night of weeping into the morning of 


joy! 

So Esther found. The king held out 
to her the golden scepter that was in his 
hand, and said unto her, What wilt thou, 

ueen Esther? and what is thy request? 

t shall be given thee even to the half of 
the kingdom. 

CARLUKE, SCOTLAND, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Joy of Service.— Who knoweth 
whether thou art not come ... for such 
a time as this? (4:14.) As I sit here 
in the Corner and contemplate all you 
splendid men, clean-cut and interested 
in the things of Heaven,—and you 
lovely women, gentle and resourceful 
and handmaidens of the Master, I dm 
just wondering for what purpose you 
have come to the Kingdom, Have you a 
purpose? Are you heading somewhere 
—or are you living just to “get by”? 
Edward Bok in his autobiography says 
he found the road to success a very 
lonesome one, so few young ‘men were 
on it. The young men who were in the 
telegraph office with him and in the mer- 
cantile offices, spent their lunch time dis- 
cussing their “inadequate pay” and “in- 
appreciative employers.” They all lacked 

urpose, application, and thoroughness. 

ou will find this same bunch in the 
cigar stores, pool rooms, sporting clubs 
of every town. They don’t attend Adult 
Bible classes, and are @f small purpose in 
any kingdom. Esther’s beauty, charm, 
and winsomeness had made her Queen. 
When God endows a man with abilities 
and a woman with beauty he expects 
them to use these gifts for God’s glory, 
and their own happiness, Esther had 
something else to do than just to be a 
king’s ornament and faricy doll. So 
with every little “queen.” Undoubtedly 
the days in the harem were long and 
tiresome until Mordecai planted this new 
idea of usefulness and purpose. There 
will be no dull days in the home while 
Jack is away at his work if Jill, pretty 
Jill, is busy serving the community 
through Sunday-school and other enter- 
prises. Joy and happiness come along 
that way (Psa. 92:4; Acts 20:24). (1) 


Beauty vs. Brains.—Go .. . and fast 
ye for me; I also and my maidens will 
fast in like manner (v. 16). Haman 
was a courtier, and smart. Esther was 
a woman and charming. It was Beauty 
against Brains. Beauty won. But Beauty 
did not win hands down! Beauty won 
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hands up! For this is what fasting 
meant to Esther and her maidens. To 
fast for Esther was for Esther to pray. 
The idea was that the more the earth 
was neglected the closer the soul will 
get to heaven. “Plain living and high 
thinking,” is one way of expressing it. I 
belong to two church “clubs” that have 
a meeting and a “ ” almost every 
month except in hot summer. One of 
the “clubs” is at some church in work- 
ing clothes and is a ham and potato salad 
affair. The other is held in Philadel- 
phia’s Onyx-Mahogany swell hotel, and 
is a cClaw-hammer soup to nuts occasion. 
What is your guess as to which gather- 
ing we get closest to heaven? e old 
Chinese used to believe there was an in- 
timate connection between the soul and 
the stomach. A man’s mentality was 
estimated. by his diameter. Some time 
ago two of my friends came out from 
Philadelphia to help.us organize a broth- 
erhood. I took them home for supper. 
Spring chickens, “broilers,” were just 
ripe, and Chester County air is an ap- 
petizer. Philadelphia showed its appre- 
ciation of Chester County chicken yard. 
Consequently when it came time for the 
meeting my friends, who had depended 
upon inspiration for their talks, had to 
corifess they were “too full for utter- 
ance” and flunked. Edison, it may be 
noted, produced his great inventions at 
times when forgot to eat. And so 
our little Esther took the best prepara- 
tion for her great and perilous under- 
taking. She forgot everything but God 
~~ her people. Hence heaven could 

ave its way to spin a plan in that little 
brain that would t the enemy. 


For the Girls !—W hat wilt thou, Queen 
Esther? and what is thy request? it shall 
be given thee even to half of the king- 
dom (5:3). If you didn’t read the Book 
of Judith in the Apocrypha that other 
time, do it now. Esther and Judith are 
companion pictures. In both a. woman’s 
loveliness is used to save her people at a 
critical moment. Both were matrons, 
6ne a queen and the.other a widow. 
They took infinite pains in spite of their 
natural beauty to make their attractive- 
ness all the more attractive. “Beauty 
unadorned, adorned the most” is all right 
for sentiment and as far as it will go, 
but this Corner believes it is every wo- 





man’s duty to exercise the greatest care 
and skill in her person and its adorn- 
ment. More homes have been wrecked 
and more lives lost for heaven upon the 
Slattern Shore than this world dreams 
of. A Philadelphia paper has been run- 
ning a series of splendid articles upon 
the Sunday-school.. One of these essays 
makes a great point in favor of the Sun- 
day-school because it gets folks into 
their best clothes every week. If you 
are ever in Brooklyn when they have 


their big Sunday-school parade you will) bec 


see the greatest display of new clothes 
you ever saw. Brooklyn has come to 
take this occasion for rigging, out folks 
anew for Sunday-schoo f course, 
Esther was a’ queen. Every woman is a 
queen, and ought always ( 
ways) be in queenly robes. Yes, even 
on wash days, ene. days, sweepi 

days, and baking days. Have you notic 

the advertisements of washing machines, 
cooking appliances, and the like? They 
show the queen administering the house- 
hold so well groomed, from waved hair 
to trim shoes, that she has only to take 
off the apron to be ready for the king. 


‘And those queens in the ads get what- 


ever they are pleased to ask, even to half 
of the ki 


ngdom (Prov. 31:22, 23, 30).|° 


Coatzsvitix, Pa. 
. 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for faithful women who have 
been chosen by thee to bear testimony to 
thy guarding and keeping care. We thank 
thee that such there have been all down the 
long and wonderful story of thy dealings 
with thy people. As we study the story of 
the patriot Queen to-day, may we realize her 
courage, her faithfulness, her willingness to 
give her life, if need be, for the needs of her 
people. May we, in our place, whether it be 
great or small, have the same spirit of sac- 
rifice and faithfulness.. Thou knowest what 
are thy purposes for us. May we not think 
that thou hast chosen us for no real pur- 
pose wherein thy Spirit does not need to be 
shown forth in our lives, but rather may we 
realize that perhaps we too have come into 
our place of duty for just such a’time as 
thou hast chosen in thy good providence. 
May we. be wise and clear in our. obedience, 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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and unashamed to do that which is clearly 
the duty that thou dost set before us. | 
After the Lesson.—When “ought” be- 
gins to lIgse its meaning, and “must” is 
turned into “perhaps” then no one can 
count on us! Every one of us belongs 
somewhere always; and while the some- 
wheres change, yet the need for doing 
one’s duty never changes. And how 
wonderfully God leads us up to the place 
of duty, and ay us strength to meet 
every “ought”! If we are afraid, is it 
ause he is u@able to care for us, or 
because we do not think he will? Either 
way is a poor way to show how we trust 
him! We can know just as clearly as 
Esther knew what is our duty, and in 
the strength of the Lord. that duty can 
met. “Perishing in right doing is so 
infinitely better than living in wrong do- 
ing! When your call to duty comes, will 
run from it, or run to it? Who 

ows what key-position you hold in 
God’s plan? Let us pray. 


Dirinc’ DUTY 
WHICH ? 














+ 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


\ “The King of Love my shepherd is.” 

“I walk with the King.” 

“Onward, Christian soldiers.” 

“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun.” 

“Jesus, Saviour, pilot me.” . 

“When morning gilds the skies.” 

“Rejoice, the Lord is King.” 

“Lead on, O King Eternal.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
etitheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“With Praise Unending” (303 : 1-3). 
‘ Psalm 148 ; 1-14. 
“King of Kings” (277: 1, 3). 
Psalm 136 : 1-3, 23-26. 
“Thy People’s Shield” (259 : 1-3). 
; Psalm 123°: 1-5. 
“To Him for Safety” (181 : 1, 3, 4). : 
Psalm 91 : 1-4. 
“Happy Is That People” (202: 1, 2), 
Psalm 1445) 2, 12-15. 


w 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra; 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaffe~, will be sent for 
ten. cents in ecamepe. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the son text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 

Strike the Knot!—So will Igo in... 
and if I perish, I perish (v. 16). “Strike 
the knot!” said a father one day to his 
son, who, tired and weary, was leaning 
on his axe over a log which he had in 
vain been trying to cleave. Then look- 
ing at the log, the father saw how the 
boy had hacked and chipped all around 
the knot without hitting it. Taking the 
axe, he struck a few sharp blows on the 
knot and split the log without difficulty. 
Smiling he returned the axe to his son, 
saying: “Always strike the knot.” That 
was good advice. Look your trouble in 
the eye as the bold lion hunter looks in 
the face of the lion —From the Band of 
Hope Review. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. Prize il- 
lustration. (1) 


Under the Water.—/f I perish, I per- 
ish (v. 16). A jeweler will tell you that 
an imitation diamond is never so bril- 
liant as a genuine stone, but sometimes 
the inexperienced eye cannot detect the 
difference. A simple test is to place the 
stone under water. The imitation dia- 
mond is practically extinguished, while 
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@ genuine diamond sparkles even under 
water and is visible. The contrast be- 
tween the two when under the water 
will be apparent to the least experienced 

. Many of us have failed at the 

ater test.” d places us under the 
waters of trouble, and we no longer 
shine for him. But if our faith is true, 
we shall shine even under the water.— 
From the Sunday Circle. Sent by the 
Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


In the Alphabet of . — Esther 
obtained favor in the sight of all of them 
that looked upon her (2:15). A young 
Southern girl said to a woman of eighty, 
who still attracted all in spite of her 
snowy hair, “Tell me the secret of your 
charm, and teach me to fascinate peo- 
ple as you do.” “My child,” was the 
gentle response, “remember just this: in 
the alphabet of charm there is no such 
letter as ‘I’; it is all ‘you.’”—From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by the 
Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. (2) 


Come Close.—What wilt thou, Queen 
Esther? and what is thy request? (v. 3.) 
Was the king uttering unconsciously 
what Esther’s God met her with when 
she entered with her people into a relig- 
ious fast and waiting upon God? The 
Rev. John Oxtoby, “Praying Johnny,” 
as he was called, one of the early Wes- 
leyan preachers once preached from the 
text, “Whatsoever things ye desire, when 
ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall have them.” Among other 
things he said. “Some people, in praying, 
go round and round the throne, an 
never come up to it; but I wy right up, 
and reach out my hand, and take what 
I want.” Hearing a “man pray in a 
roundabout fashion, Oxtoby said, “Man, 
thou art a mile off God.”—From the 
Primitive Methodist. Sent by Arthur 

Brown, Camlachie, Ont. (3) 


An Interesting Lecture.—Think not 
with thyself that thou shalt escape in 
the king’s house, more than all the Jews 
(v. 13). A successful Chautauqua lec- 
turer, who is also a lawyer, was pre- 
sented to his audience as follows: “I am 
glad to introduce to you, ladies and gen- 
tlemen, Mr. B., who will give his lecture, 
‘The Trial of Jesus from a Lawyer’s 
Standpoint,’ I can imagine only one lec- 
ture which would. prove more interesting 
to this audience than the one announced. 
That would be ‘The Trial of a Lawyer 
from Jegus’ Standpoint.’”"—From the 
Literary Digest, Sent by J. A, Raiser, 
Bucyrus, Ohio, 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 








How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Ready for the worst; work- 
ing for the best> 

Discussion: What is the finest, best 
thing you are interested in? Are you 
working for it? Is it worth risking your 
life for its success? If not, something 
better is yet calling you. Can you name 
it? 


Objective: “A rendezvous with Christ.” 











GAY. fellows, let’s get first thing right 
down to the heart of Queen Esther’s 
big, fine act—and here it is: It was 
her discovery for herself that, queen 
though she was, beautiful though she 
was, royal favorite though she was, yet 
there was a cause in which she could 
lose her life and count it well invested 





— there was something bigger and finer 
than she — which to lose by saving her- 
self would be to cheat that great cause 
and rob her own spirit of its joy. That 
discovery brought her to the point of| 
saying the thing which made her im-| 
mortal: “If I perish, I perish!” It was 
the same spirit which caused Patrick 
Henry, in the House of Burgesses at 
Richmond, to say: “Give me liberty, or 
give me death!” and enabled John Paul 
Jones to yell through the din of clashing 
arms to the commander of the Serapis: 
“I have not yet begun to fight!” 
Queen Esther knew she was taking her 
life in her hands that day, and, like 
David, she might have truly said: “there 





is but a step ’twixt me and death.” As 
she stood “in the king’s house, over 
against the court.of the king’s house,” 
unsummoned and in plain view of the 
king, thereby placing herself under the 
penalty of death, this courageous young 
woman dared fate and staked everythin 
on one bold play —all because she had 
calmly measured her life like so many 
shekels of gold in the balance and had 
said: “I am willing to give it!” Fel- 
lows, it was a thrilling moment — enough 
to make your heart stop beating. It was 
a superb thing she did that day, and I 
believe God let this inspiring story be- 
come a part of his great Book t it 
might help to rouse in you and me a 
something that lies in greater or less de- 
gree down in the bottom of each one of 
us — possibly asleep. : 

It will be a great day in your life, 
fellows, when you come under the con- 
viction that you “have come to the king- 
dom for such a time as this,” and that 
God has in some very vital way con- 
nected you (or desires to connect you) 
with a cause so great and fine that your 
very life invested — precious as it is to 
you — your entire life paid in for it, is 
an investment in value beyond any of 

our dreams. Yea, more; that to hold 

ck would be to cheat yourself of the 
richest prize God holds for those who 
venture in his Name. 

O fellows, you, like Queen Esther, have 
a rendezvous with Life and not with 
death; but you must be willing to face 
death to get the best of life. There 
was One who faced the cross, and hung 
upon it, for you and me. He was slain 
and buried, but he rose again and is 
alive forevermore —alive to join your 
life with his and bring you into a won- 
derful experience—a high and happy 
service. He is waiting to meet you and 
start the program, and the meeting-place 
is here and the time is now. Alan 
Seeger, a soldier of the World War, 
wrote a striking poem entitled, “I have 
a rendezvous with death.” ‘There is a 
high challenge in it; but here is one 
which has the inspiration of Life in it, 
written by Miss Elizabeth Thornton, a 
young lady who is investing her life 
for Christ in a western mission _ field. 
The lines have not been published before 
this, I am told. Take them and apply 
with them the beautiful lesson of Queen 
Esther’s exaltation of the Cause above 
herself : 

“T have a rendezvous with Christ ... 

And that time is not far away, 

When all I am and do and say 

Will counted be, and weighed by Him. 

I have a rendezvous with Christ. 

Ere days are run, and eyes are dim. 


“Tt may be He shall take my hand 
‘And lead me into some dark land 

Of burdened souls, and say to me, 
‘This is the work I have for thee.’ 
This life of mine, now His, must be 
Obedient to His will, not mine — 
Set in the way his hand shall find. 


“It seemed ‘twere better to be free 
To follow the career I’d chose, 

And iet no mighty Power be 
Turning my course at His high will, 
And all for self my own days fill. 


“But, I’ve a rendezvous with Christ; 
All other aims in that must pale, 
For fatal is it if I fail! 

And I to my pledged word and true; 
I shall not fail that rendezvous!” 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
4 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. A race in danger. i 

2. A girl to the rescue. 

3: Your “Esther” and her kingdom? 











6H, PITY! I am so tired hearing 

that we are responsible for every- 
thing! Why doesn’t somebody tell us 
something new once in a while?” sang 
out the leader of a bright-faced bunch 
of high school girls, just -let out of 
school, after a little talk by a distin- 
guished visitor. The voice was half- 
laughing, half-serious, and so was the im- 
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mediate response, “We say so! We must 
we poy + important - way they all 
tell us t everything epends on poor 
little us. Seems to me girls have a lot 
put on ’em here lately!” 

Well, it is all true enough — except 
one ‘point. Every speaker, every writer, 
every teacher who thinks does “put a 
lot on girls, here lately,” and they are 
indeed “awfully important” in the 
scheme of things—but not just “here 
lately” only! The mind of the listener 
to this up-to-date “bunch” went back 
some twenty-five hundred years to an- 
other girl! who held the key to the very 
life of her race, who certainly “had a lot 
put on her!” 





their faces of promise — have you a pos- 
sible Esther among them, one who has 
| “come to the kingdom for such a time 
, as this,” and who will fling herself into 
| her God-given destiny with a like cour- 
| age, to perish if need be, but at all costs 
to save her people? You have a glorious 
lesson for her this day! And how they 
will love it— for this old bit of history 


is so fraught with the dramatic strains 


(‘dear to the .romance-loving heart of 

irlhood that your one difficulty will 
* eliminating enough to leave time for 
the best of it only. 

Begin your picture with its back- 
ground—the perilous situation of the 
Jews, scattered over the hundred and 
twenty-seven provinces of the wide Per- 
sian Empire, at the mercy of a weak, 
despotic monarch who was himself “un- 
der the thumb” 
whose pricking thorn in the flesh was a 
certain’ proud old Jew. After such a 
sketchy background surely you will Fea 
sent this story to your girls as the Holy 
Spirit has preserved it for us—in dra- 
matic readings, with your good readers 
appointed for the different characters 
and somebody ready to connect the 
scenes, as necessary. This voice must 
account for the startling fact that a girl 
of the despised subject-race had become 
the favorite wife, the queen, of Ahasu- 
erus and that without revealing her race, 
so that, in God’s overruling providence, 
the Jews had a friend at court as well 
as an enemy, and one with power in her 
young hands if only she might have oc- 
casion and courage to use it. God’s 
name may not be found in this book, but 
if ever God stood “within the shadows, 
keeping watch above his own” it was in 
the story of this girl-queen! 

| Have “a copy of the writing” on your 
board or chart — “Destroy, slay, cause to 
| perish, all Jews, both young and old, lit- 
tle children and women, in one day, even 
upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, which is the month Adar, and 
take the spoil of them for a prey” (3: 
| 13), and then begin the reading with 4: 
9-16. Others might he 5: 3-8; 5:9 to 6: 
13; chapter 7 to 8:2. A brief epilogue 
may complete the history—of how the 
new “writing” authorized the Jews to re- 
sist their foes, prepare to defend them- 
selves; of how they succeeded, “but on 
the spoil they laid not_their hand”; and 
of how this feast of Purim became and 
has continued to be a yearly festival 
among the Jews even till this time, scat- 
tered now as they were then. 

-Our twentieth century girls: will have 


the test of this Jewess’ courage, in that 
first scene. Mordecai asked her to do 
as unheard-of and bold a thing as 
Ahasuerus demanded of Vashti, but for 
what a different reason. Each was asked 
to lay aside all precedent, all custom, but 
Vashti was to display her beauty merely 
for the gratification of the king’s vanity, 
for the lustful pleasure of his -banquet- 
ing guests. With splendid courage she 
refused—and paid the penalty and 
saved her womanhood. Esther must 
break an “unbreakable” law of this des- 
potic court and risk her life in making 
use of her personal charm to beg for the 
existence of her race. With trust in the 
God“of her fathers and tactful employ- 
ment of all her loveliness she risked all 
—and crowned her womanhood and 
saved her people! Our girls, with the 
glorious ireedom secured to them 
through a Christian civilization, can 
hardly comprehend the complete slavery 





of a girl in that old Persian palace, the 


Look around among your girls, study |. 





of a court favorites 
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subjection and seclusion out of which 
Esther had to step, alone, to meet that 
king uninvited, even he was her 
lawful husband. You have not a girl 
in your group, probably, who would not 


She must remember there was no such 
delightful venture in it for that girl 
queen, both because it vidlated ev in- 
bred standard of her traini me be- 
cause her heart was anguishe 

danger to her people. See 8: 3. 


Home Study 
Re-read this whole book, and ask God 


to help you find your “kingdom” 4nd 
just what you can do for it “at such a 


over the 


time as this.” - 
Decatur, Ga. 
we 


For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—Less than a year ago, August 
13, the lesson story was about 
ther, a brave young queen, from the 
same Scripture as to-day. That was 
during the summer vacation, when many 
children were away. It is such a beau- 
tiful story that it may be repeated with 
grote, changing the emphasis a little, 
uring the present Quarter we have 
talked about several Bible heroes who 
-were brave, fearless messengers for 
God: Joseph, Moses, Samuel, David, 
Elijah, and others. After recalling their 
mames as a review, tell how "esther 
proved herself a heroine because willing 
to carry a message to the king in her 
effort to save her people from destruc- 
tion. 
Lesson Teaching—Women “can be 
brave, fearless messengers, 


Lesson Story—By the king’s messen- 
gers the news. was carried to all the 
provinces of his kingdom that a queen 
was to be chosen for King Ahasuerus. 
The loveliest girls were to be selected 
from these provinces and brought to 
Shushan the palace, to stay in the house 
of the women, until each one’s turn came 
to appear befqre the king, who would 
choose the one who best pleased him 
to be his queen. 

Many beautiful maidens came, among 
whom was Esther, an orphan. But her 
kind relative, Mordecai, the Jew, had 
cared for her as his own daughter. 
‘When Mordecai heard about the king’s 
request, he took Esther to Shushan the 
palace to the keeper of the women, who 
liked Esther and gave her the best part 
of the house, with seven maidens and 
costly perfumes. Mordecai had told 
Esther not to mention that she was a 
Jewess. Every day Mordecai walked 
near the house to inquire how Esther 
was, 

Each maiden was_allowed to choose 
just what she wanted to wear when she 
appeared before the king. After a while 
Esther’s turn came. She wore just what 
the king’s chamberlain, the keeper, chose 
for her. She was the favorite of those 
who. looked at her. 

King Ahasuerus loved her at. first 
sight, placed the royal crown upon her 


head, and chose her for his queen. He . 


made a great feast in her honor. Mor- 


to do a bit of thinking to understand! decai often inquired about Esther, and 


she kept her secret that she was a Jew- 
ess. 

King Ahasuerus had a rich friend, 
named Haman, who often advised him 
what to do. Haman disliked Mordecai, 
who refused to honor him by bowing, 
Haman knew that Mordecai was a Jew, 
One day Haman said to King Ahasuerus, 
Some people, the Jews, live among us 
who are likely to cause trouble, so I 
have written a decree for you to sign 
that they may be destroyed. The king 
signed the decree, which was sent by 
messengers to all the provinces. 

This caused great mourning among 
the Jews. When Mordecai heard it he 
dressed in sackcloth and passed the 
king’s gate. Esther’s maidens heard 
about it and told her,, so Esther sent 
better clothes to him, but Mordecai, re- 
fused them. He sent a copy of the de- 
cree to Esther, with a request that she 
should go before the king to plead for 
her people. 





oup, 
be “thrilled” to do just what Esther did. 
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Lesson for June 17 
The Book of Esther 


Esther sent word to Mordecai that if 
any one appeared before the king, un- 
bidden, it might mean death, that 
she had not been called for thirty days. 
Then Mordecai sent this answer, Think 
not that you will escape, for you are a 
Jewess ... who knows but that you are 
come to ingdom for such a time as 


is? 

Then Esther sent word to Mordecai, 
Gather the Jews of the city and fast for 
three days. I and my maidens will fast 
also, then I will go unto the king, but 
not apcoreing to the law, and if I perish, 

eris. 


Before Esther went she must have 
rayed that God would be her helper. 
She may have said, I will fear no evil, 
for thou art with me. She was a brave 
heroine to go. Esther put on her best 
royal robes, then went to the inner court 
and stood where King Ahasuerus could 
see her from his throne. When he saw 
her he held out his scepter, so Esther 
drew near and touched it. .The king 
asked what she wanted, and said, It shall 
be granted to the half of my kingdom. 
Esther said, I invite the king and Haman 
to-day and to-morrow to a banquet I 
have prepared. . 

When they came Esther said to the 
king, If it pa you, save my life and 
the lives of my people, for we are to be 
destroyed. The king asked, Who would 
dare to do such a thing? Then Esther 
said, This wicked Haman. The king was 
very angry and soon ordered that Ha- 
man should die, and that Mordecai 
should be honored. st 

At Esther’s request the king sent an- 
other decree, which Mordecai prepared, 









Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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giving the Jews permission to defend 
themselves and to fight for their lives, 
so they were saved because of the cour- 
age of Esther, the brave queen. 

That was more than two thousand 
years ago, yet the Jews to this day keep 
a feast every year in honor of that event. 
Ask any Jewish boy or girl about the 
Feast o rim. 


Peoria, Itt. 


ke Young People’s 





Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 


almost intolerable. The human effort of 
the Christian church can exert no staying 
influence here, and that fact must be rec- 
ognized. The supreme need of this na- 
tion is for a supernatural intervention 
in our national life, for a revival which 
will sweep Christ into men’s hearts and 
envy and greed and hate out. For this, 
the only solution, the church must pray. 
None of our great swelling words about 
“Christian statesmanship” and “social ef- 
fort” are adequate now. The forces at 
work have become too gigantic for any 
intervention but that of 
we 

Christians ought to be the very fore- 

most among those who advocate and 
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practise the observance and the enforce- 
ment of law and order. The Christian 
churches are the nucleus of all the great 
reform movements that have swept the 
nation. The enemies of the church in- 
crease with each successive stand for 
social righteousness. The people of God 
cannot afford to waver in their advocacy 
of measures which the church has fought 
for and secured. A blow at law and or- 
der is a blow at the church, for those 
who would destroy the works of the 
church regard that accomplishment as 
only the first step in the breaking of 
the moral influence and the existence of 
the church itself. 


PHILADELPHIA. 











Note.—The Internatiopal Christian En- 
deavor Convention will meet July 4-9, in 
Des Moines, lowa.. Every Christian En- 
deavor Society is asked to register its 
President and Pastor, who will, even if 
not able to attend the convention, re- 
ceive bulletins mailed each day giving 
plans for the new year. The registration 
fee is two dollars. Thousands of Endeav- 


vention. 

ceived by addressing E. P. Gates, Gen- 

eral Secretary, 41 Mt. Vernon Street, Bos- 
ton 9, Mass. 





June 2. How Can We Win Friends and 


Keep Them? Prov. 27:5, 6, 9, 10. 
July +r. Lessons from the Psalms. 7. A 
History Psalm. Psa. 44.:1-8. (A Patri- 


otic consecration meeting.) 
July 8 What Does Christian Brotherhood 
Mean? 1 John 3: 10-24. ( peace meet- 


ing.) 
July 15. The Inner and the Outer. 2 Cor. 
4: 16-18; 1 Sam. 16 : 6-13. 
Sunday, June 17 


What Are Some Reforms That Call for 
Our Help? (Luke 3 : 7-14) 





Mon.—Worship of gold (Exod. 32: 1-4). 
Tues.—Civic justice (Acts -16: 19-24, 35- 


40). 
Wed.—Sabbath-keeping (Amos 8: 4-10). 
Thurs.—Public health (Lev. 13: 1-8, 46). 
Fri—War .(Mic. 4: 1-5). 
Sat.—Brotherhood (Acts 17: 22-31). 











How can we help prohibition? 
How can we help community health? 
How can we help to abolish child labor? 


Y virtue of remaining in the life of 

what we term “society” (the associ- 
ation of human beings together for pur- 
peses of government and mutual wel- 
fare), by. virtue of that fact that we ac- 
cept the benefits of this association, such 
as protection of life and property, and 
the. like, we owe certain duties to it. 
One of these obligations is to see that 
our common life shall be as clean and 
as just as it can be made. Of codrse 
we cannot legislate men into the Chris- 
tian life, but goo#™Maws, with Christian 
sentiment backing up their passage and 
enforcement, can make the nation as a 
whole a better place to live in,.and a 
more fruitful field for Christian effort. 
If the amusement-places, for instance, 
are closed on the Lord’s Day, men will 
not have to go to church, but experience 
has shown that greater numbers do go 
to church in cities where the amusement- 
places are closed. 


If ever there was a time in the his- 
tory of America when there was need of 
Christian prayer and effort in behalf of 
the nation, that time is now. Many of us 
do not realize the tremendous extent or 
ther bitterness of the class war that is 
dividing the nation into two utterly hos- 
tile camps. The unscrupulous greed on the 
part of the money-powers of the nation 
is becoming more evident every passing 
day. Disaffection among laboring men, 
urged on by the treatment that they are 
receiving from “above,” is on the swift 
increase. There are just grievances on 
both sides. But each of the two ele- 
ments in our gigantic social warfare is 


-frankly and outspokenly looking for class 


triumph. America is on the summit of a 
smoldering volcano. 


If either side wins. tyranny and 
injustice will bear iron rule, and 
yet the present state of affairs is 


{ 

















Bureau of Sunday-School Information 
All questions are to be sent to the Ways of Working Editor 
By Marion Lawrance, Hugh Cork 








Ask Marion Lawrance! 


Consulting General Secretary for Life of the 
International Sunday School Council 
What kind of a person should a Primary 
superintendent be? 
MOTHERLY soul who knows God, 
knows how to teach and loves. chil- 
dten passionately, one who, even with 
half. a dozen children of her own, would 
take in a little waif, if she possibly could 
do so, in addition to her own flock. 





How would you suggest for us to get the 


trustees of our church to consent to the ad- 
ditional improvements and equipment needed 
for the Sunday-school? 

F YOUR teachers and workers are 

agreed in this matter, draw up a sim- 
ple ‘request and have all of the officers 
and teachers of the school sign it. Pre- 
sent a ‘copy to the leader of the official 
board and another copy to the pastor. 
This ought to bring results. 





How important do you consider missionary 
instruction in the Sunday-school? 
LL-IMPORTANF. There is no 
phase of Christian instruction that 
is more compelling’ or will create more 
interest than a missionary lesson, well se- 
lected and well taught. Boys and girls 
who are given the right idea of the mis- 
sionary pull and incentive make the best 
workers in later years. It is true of 
churches also, that those that have the 
largest interest in missions, as a rule, 
have the largest interest in their home 
work, 





How shall we get the parents to send their 
children to the Sunday-school? 


T IS often easier to get children to the 


Sunday-school than it is to get the par- |, 


ents to come, .or to get the parents suffi- 
ciently interested to send their children. 
Many parents have learned, by bitter ex- 
perience, that their lack of interest in 
the Sunday-school when their children 
were little causes them many heartaches 
in later life. 

It is up to the workers in the Sunday- 
school to make the school interesting and 
helpful to the children. When that is 
done, the children will be instrumental in 
trying to get their parents there. 





When the teen-age scholars will not listen 
to the teacher and insist on talking when 
the teacher is talking, what should be done? 

CHOLARS of this age will always 

give attention to the most interest- 
ing thing at hand. If what they have 
to say is more interesting to them than 
what the teacher has to say, the teacher 
is out of it for the time being. Often- 
times, however, this condition may be 
overcome by a wise teacher, if he will 
look ahead and prepare something to 
show them. Suppose he has an object 
that will help in the matter of the les- 
son, but does not show it to the scholars 
in the first place, holding it in reserve. 
Oftentimes this will arrest their atten- 
tion and enable the teacher to get in some 
good lessons before the scholars really 


Charies A. Oliver, Mrs. A. W. Karnell, Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 











realize what is going on. I have tried 
this myself and found it to work. 

_ The quickest way to change the at- 
titude of the pupils is to give them some- 
thing to look at, rather than something 
to listen to, under these circumstances. 


Should a men’s Bible class study the Uni- 
form Lessons or take up some special study 
or book? 

HE classes that are getting alon 

the best, as a rule, are those which 
are studying the regular lessons pre- 
pared by the International Committee, 
either the Uniform Lessons or some mod- 
ification of the Uniform Lessons or some 
of the special short-course lessons pre- 
pared for just such classes, and there-is a 
variety of these lessons available. 

One advantage in studying a regular 
lesson instead of a book is that you can 
get a larger variety of lesson-help and 
comtnentary material and’ at a less cost. 





What shall. we do with the president of an 
adult Bible class who seems to think he is 
the most important part of the whole thing? 

HAT kind of man is usually the 

whole thing when you spell whole, 
“hole.” About the hardest man on earth 
to do anything with is the man who 
thinks he is “it,” although that is gener- 
ally what he is when he thinks that way. 
Class loyalty is fine, but school loyalty 
is better. 

The president of an adult class should 
preside. He is, in a way; like the en- 
gineer on the engine.. He does not pull 
the train, but he direcis.the machinery 
that does pull it. The man you refer to 
needs to be labored with. It would be 
a good thing if you could get him out 
to some Sunday-school conventions once 
in a while. 

ve 


Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 
Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvaria State Sabbath School 
Association 


For the past year there have been no 
teacher-training classes in our church; the 
Methodist Episcopal. This fall we have tried 
to have several training classes for the whole 
school, but so far nothing much has been 
accomplished. One class is still holding on 
with about five ‘members, and I have been 
put in_charge of this group. I am teacher of 
a class of high school boys, and have had 
a boys’ class for several years, but have never 
had more than a few weeks of teacher-train- 
ing. I read The Sunday School Times and 
get much help and encouragement from its 
pages, but I want to ask a few questions. 
Can one class take in teachers from all de- 
partments? (Very few of our teachers have 
had any training for this work.) What books 
should we study? Would the course be 
within the reach of high school students 
who desire to become teachers? 


EACHER-TRAINING may be con- 
ducted during the Sunday-school hour 
in several ways: 

1. You may have a class of picked peo- 
ple taken from different classes and de- 
partments of the school. 

2. You may have the entire school take 
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teacher-training at the “Senior” period. 
If this is done, the taking of examina- 
tions should be optional. 

3. You may provide a class’ or more 
for the “Seniors” (gbout sixteen years of 
age) who may elect to take teacher- 
training instead of the regular depart- 
ment lessons. These students should have 
opportunity, to continue the studies till 
they are prepared to take their 5 asanes 
as teachers in the school. 

All the above plans are in vation; 
the last-named is the most satisfactory. . 

There are a number of excellent 
courses of study that may be taken suc- 
cessfully by high school students. Many 
classes use one of the simpler text-books, 
called “First Standard Course.” These 
may be covered in from one to two years. 
More thorough courses have also been 

ovided. Some of the denominations 

ve issued a three-years’ course for the 
standard denominational diploma. Your 
State Sunday School Association will be 
glad to send you circulars of information. 

We need more and better teachers in our 
Sunday-school. A teacher-training class has 
been organized in our school, and we hope in 
time to yet teachers from that source, but 
we need teachers right now. Some of the 
young women in the training class might 
help us as substitutes, but the training class 
meets at the same time as the other sec- 
tions of the school. Can you give us any 
advice? 

TS work of the class of prospective 

teachers ought not to be disturbed, 
and usually it seems bést to have the class 
of scholars meet at the time of the reg- 


- ular school session, but your pressing 


needs might be sufficient reason for find- 
ing some other hour for the class meet- 
ing. 

The teacher of a class that graduated 
this year says: “I cannot refrain from 
telling you one of the things the class 
did last fall. There was a great shortage 
of teachers. In ‘order to help in this 
difficulty the class decided to meet one 
hour earlier, so that they might have 
their lesson over by the regular Sun- 
day-school hour. This enabled six of my 
scholars to render service as teachers.” 





Could I make a success of a mixed class 
of young men and young women of various 
degrees of intelligence and who differ widely 
socially? 

ES, the spiritual outlook of teacher- 

training helps wonderfully to unify 
those who are eager to prepare for the 
Master’s service.’ A training class teacher 
now at work with a class using one of 
the popular texts tells us that the class 
is composed of. eight young men and 
seven young women: “Two boys and 
two girls are in the high school; all the 
others are workers—five of them mill 
workers, two school teachers, two stenog- 
raphers, a druggist, and one a housewife,” 
and, she adds, “They are a most inter- 
ested and interesting class.” 


‘a we 
Adult Class Questigqns 


Discussed by Hugh Cork 
Ways of Working Editor of 
The Sunday School Times 

Is there a life of John Wanamaker or of 
some other prominent man who has been 
active in Sunday-school work as well as 
successful in business? 

R. RUSSELL H. CONWELL, Mr. 

Wanamaker’s close friend, is now at 
work writing the official life of Mr. 
Wanamaker. When it is published it 
will contain probably what you are look- 
ing for. 

I feel sure I have found, however, on 
the shelves of The Sunday School Times 
book department such a book as you 
want, “Henry P. Haven—A Model 
Superintendent, ” written by Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull in 1 

Mr. Haven was engaged in whale fish- 
eries of the far north, although his home 
was in Norwich, Conn. While very. busy 
with his business enterprises, he found 
time as superintendent of his church Sun- 
day-school, the First Congregational at 
Norwich, to make it one of the great and 
outstanding schools of its time. In fact, 
as Dr. Trumbull writes it up, it would 
be hard to find to-day a better organized 
and managed school. 
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The underlying orm which made 
his school so successful, Dr. Truntbull 
has made to stand out, showing how 
fit the needs of schools for all time. It 
is a hand-book which will be equally 
usable a hundred years from now, if the 
Lord tarry. 

This book of nearly two evdied aos 
is now out of print, and as there are $7 
or : hundred copies left, I would 

pas et urge Le to send to The Sun- 
Times and secure a copy, 
ar A if Bs out to-day 
$1.50, but being slightly p= pater be 
can be procured for 35 cents. 


What do you suggest our men’s Bible 
class can do to help the pastor, the school, 
and the community? 

MONG a number of things here are 

three worth thinking about: 

1. At a monthly business meeting to 
which the pastor had never been invited 
they called him in. One of the class 
thus addressed him: “Pastor, we have 
imposed on you. From now on we will 
do much of the work we have left for 
you. Just keep your hands off the fi- 
nances. You will get your check at the 
end of the month, but we will help the 
church treasurer collect it. From now 
on you pass around the bread of life, 
marry the living, bury the dead, com- 
fort the sorrowing, visit the fatherless 
and .the widows and show wus how to 
keep ourselves unspotted from the wet 
and we will look after the business end. 
Try this and see your pastor’s eye light 

up. 

2. Do you realize how much help your 
superintendent and teachers need which 
they do not have? At the next teachers’ 
meeting let each man buy a good book 
suitable for a Sunday-school teachers’ li- 
brary. And tell your superintendent to 
give you ten minutes when every man 
will be there, and marching in at the ap- 
pointed time deposit his book on the table, 
after which the best man in the class shall 
present the books, telling what you hope 
they will accomplish. See your ‘school 
improve, as month by month the library 
grows. 

3: Let your class begin an agitation 
among themselves with literature you 
can get from your denominational head- 
quarters to start this fall a “Week-day 
School of Religion” in your community. 
If you will write to Miss Marion F, Liv- 
ingston at Hereford, Tex., she will tell 
you how to proceed. Then get other 
Bible classes of other churches near you. 
All of you can unite your efforts and 
raise enough funds easily to employ a 
competent teacher fo start in, and when 
schools open next fall have one start 
off with assured success. Be sure to start 
the agitation now and get it all planned 
before the summer begins. 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
ociation 





Please let me know if there are any new 
idéas about the Home Department. wark. 
Would the Home Department have the right 
to use a part of the money it gives to a 
definite work? Would the Home Department 
have the power to keep out a certain amaunt 
each Quarter? I have. one hundred’ and 
twenty-five members, and I am anxious to 
have our class do a definite work. Our col- 
lections are large, and we could still give 
a good sum to the Sunday-school. 

OT knowing just what your depart- 

ment has accomplished, or how com- 
plete your organization is, I of course 
cannot say what part of the work of a 
Standard department would be new to 
you. Here are some definite outlines 
which have been accepted by standard de- 
partments. The departmental work should 
be conducted by the Home Department 
Council. The membership of this coun- 
cil should be regularly elected and in- 
stalled by the Sunday-school Board, and 
should consist of superintendent, secre- 
tary, tréasurer, birthday secretary, and 
as many-Visitors as are needed. 

These workers should meet quarterly 
for business and conference and provide 
plans for the work of each Quarter. The 





council should have four committees, 
namely, membership, social, flower, and 
welfare. A yearly canvass for new mem- 


bers should be conducted by the council. | ch 


Careful and systematic ministration to 
members in illness or distress; at least 
one social funetion a year provided for 
the members ; an annual Home Depart- 
ment Day in’ the Sunday-school and 
church arranged for; members invited to 
all s occasions of the Sunday- 
sc and church; membership roll on 
the wall of the the, Bubday- school; and sys- 
tematic effort made to establish the fam- 
ily aliar. You would get much detailed 
information and helpful suggestion by 
reading “The Home Department,” by 
Minnie K. L. Karnell (Presbyterian 
Board, Philadelphia, 60 cts.), or “The 
Home Department of To-day,” by Mrs. 
Flora V. Stebbins (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 60 cts.). 

Answering your second question, there 
is no outside organization or power which 
can determine for you what you shall do 
with your money. Each school is a law 
unto itself, and the departments of each 
school must obey the ruling of its own 
board. It is true, however, that many of 
the larger and most successful depart- 
ments have entire charge of all their 
work, including finances. The Home De- 
partment is the least expensive depart- 
ment in the school to operate, and usually 
has the largest surplus. Practically all 
of its work is done outside of the school 
session, and the needs of the department 
known only to the Visitor. Many of the 
best departments have monthly meetings, 
and there is a general feeling that these 
needs are more Promptly met where the 
department con its own finances. 
Where a financial statement is sent to the 
members each year, it is a great incen- 
tive to the members to know of some 
special work done with the money which 

ey have contributed. .The treasurer 
of our own Home Department Council 
has her own checking account, pays all 
our bills by cheek, disperses the funds 
as the council decides, at the close of 
each fiscal year renders a statement to 
the treasurer of the main school of the 
year’s work, and turns into the Sun- 
day-school treasury whatever surplus the 
department may have on hand, excepting 
a working balance of fifty doliars, which 
is carried over from year to year. The 
best interest of the department should be 
the determining factor. 


I have six Italian women in my Home De- 
partment group. None of them can speak 
English very well, and I doubt if any_of 
them can read English, though they take the 
quarterly every time I call. I used the paper 
you suggested, but the lesson is in English, 
so it did not do me much good. When will 
we be able to get the Italian quarterly? I 
think it is four years now since I first heard 
it was to be published. . . I have had quite 
a discussion with our pastor because he in- 
sists we shall not encourage these Italians 
to contribute, and does @#et even wish us to 
accept the contribution when it is given vol- 
untarily. I cannot see why they should not 
contribute, as they own the houses in which 
they live, and some of them own several 
houses. In one home there are five working, 
and I know their income is much larger than 
ours, and we have a family of four cmiall 
children, and I think I know what the pas- 
tor would say if we ceased to contribute to 
the church. I certainly should~like to kriow 
your opinion about this. 

HE Baptist Publication Society, Sev- 
enteenth and Chestnut Streets, Phil- 
adelphia, is now publishing the Italian 
quarterly as their part of the foreign 
ge publications for Sunday-school 
work, and you can get it from them for 
fifteen cents a Quarter. The lesson is 
arranged in English and Italian in paral- 
lel columns, as are also several of the 
articles in the quarterly. 

I most certainly would encourage the 
Italians to contribute. They have become 
part of the Sunday-school by joining the 
Home Department, and I would explain 
that their relation to the school is re- 
ligious, social, and financial. One of the 
greatest mistakes- that the Protestant 
Church has made in its work with Ital- 
ians is that we have made them feel 
that they are under no financial obliga- 
tions when they join our church. I speak 
from -several years’ experience among 
them, and I know that we are not only 
creating difficulties for the future, but 





Child ’s Divisio 9 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


room with their children on Sunday morn- 
ing. Our teachers are all specially trained in 
Beginners’ work, so I do not care to. use 
these mothers as teachers. There is an adult 
Bible class where they might go, but they 
do not want oe ae the children. What can 


be done peney 
RY the mothers assist the 
roi may help remove and 


put on wraps, distribute papers, and per- 
form other such acts of service. - Do not 
overlook the fact that your service may 
be a sort of training school for the 
mothers. They may - understand why 
you do certain things in a particular way, 
so an occasional word of explanation 
should be given. -It may also help the 
mother to see the value of story-telling, 
of finger plays,.of simple music, of the 
great need to “interpret Teligiously the 
things that are most prominent in the lit- 
tle mehild’s world.” -What the mother 
learns on Sunday from the teacher and 


superintendent she may put into practise. 


during the next six days. 

In some schools when the children 
gather around the teacher for the lesson 
story the mothers form a°’group and have 
their lesson. This may be the Interna- 
tional Lesson for the day, —the Graded 
Lesson which the little olks are having 
in their class, or it may be the study of 
some book on child training;: Or, as: oc- 
casionally happens, the mothers study 
some standard course on teacher-training. 
Whatever you do, be sure to provide 
something for these mothers while the lit- 
tle folks are busy, else there is sure to 
be more or less confusien caused by their 
careless talk. In one room the superin- 
tendent had printed a sign which - she 
occasionally held- up so that the visitors 
might read the one word, “Smence.” In 
another room several posters hang on the 
wall. These state, “We are endeavoring 
to teach the children reverence. Please 
help us.” 

Frequently the mothers are in position 
to assist the teachers by. calling on ab- 
sentee pupils. In one -schoot-the list of 
absentees is divided each. Sunday among 
the mother visitors; and they are asked 
to ascertain the cause of absence and 
report on a special form the following 
Sunday. Again, the mothers may form a 
Teachers’ Aid Society, and if there is 
need for such service see to it that needy 
children are properly clothed for Sun- 
day-school. Maintain a Dorcas Box into 
which outgrown garments may be placed, 
and appoint a committee of mothers to 
look after the distribution of the clothing. 
There are many ways in which the visit- 
ing mothers may be of use to a depart- 
ment, so there is no reason why they 
should be allowed to sit idly by during 
the lesson hour. 


With the New Books 











The Nazarene (By Henry W. Frost). 
—It is a part of Mr. Frost’s poetic gift 
to create an atmosphere of heavenly sim- 
plicity and light in his use of verse-forms 
as a medium of expression. There is in 
his work a reassuring genuineness, a free- 
dom from any straining for startling ef- 
fects, and at the same time a most deli- 
cate delineation ‘of thought and char- 
acter, with an equally fine touch in his 
descriptive backgrounds. In “The Naz- 
arene” it is the apostle John who tells 

(Continued on the next page) 
































































The Works of | 
Joseph Bryant Rotherham 


Netnd Bible Scholar 


His writings include a masterly, 
literal translation ‘of the Old an 
New Testaments from the original 
Hebrew and Greek, pronounced 
by scholars and eminent church 
leaders the most complete and 
thorough of its kind in existence 
and published under tho title. of 


The Emphasized Bible 


The Climax of Bible Translation 


Professor Rotherham spent years of 
peoeesns scholarly labor in produc- 

g this original Pransioties, his sole 
aim being to renner into English an 
accurate reproduction of exactly what 
the original Hebrew and Greek say. 
Noble in diction, poetic in beauty 
throughout, the work is stimulating 
to thought and peer of any commen- 
tary for getting a real understanding 





of the text, In addition, over three 
thousand variant readings axe ap- 
pended. 


Emphasis by Means of Symbols 

A cleverly devised system of sym- 
bols and paragraph indentations, easily 
learned and remembered, guides the 
reader and student to an accurate 
understanding of such-emphasis as is 
in the original, but can not be repro- 
duced_in English version. Ministers 
and Bible students unable to read 
fluently ancient Hebrew and Greek, 
should have this great work. 

“The author has done careful and 
work, and has succeeded well in ‘the penne 
bring out the YY of the 
languages.”"——-The Sunday School Times. 


The Emphasized Bible 
complete in one volume, price, $6. 
Emph Old Testament, price, $3 
Eopparized New, Tyrtamont, orice $2 
price, $2.25 each, : 
Other Books by 
Professor Rotherham 


**Studies in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews.’’ 
A new ‘translation, with eritteal and expository 


**Studies in the Psalms.’’ 


A complete comment and empha- 
sized translation. Price, $3.25. — 


**Reminiscences.’’ 


A story of 
nit. on seventy years of Bible study. 


**l.et Us Keep the Feast.’’ 


A little classic on “‘The Last Su Sl - 
@essor Rotherham’s last work. Price. ne 


We are exclusive publishers in 
America of Rotherham’s books 


Send for our new general catalog lieting 
all our books and publications, 


The Standard Publishing Company 
Dept. 16-L, Cincinnati, O. 


50; The 
.50; The 
-25; The 
volumes, 























With the New Books 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


the story, out of his own experience as 
a boy; as a young fisherman whose heart 
was always longing for something and 
ar beyond his daily calling ; 
out of successive experiences of | 
call, his walk with Christ, and his 
apocalyptic vision on Patmos. Thus Mr. 
rost has written a narrative poem of 
iritual weight and illuminating reality 
will be welcomed by very many as 
a true contribution to devotional litera- 
ture. (The Sunday School Times Co., 
Philadelphia, 40 cts.) 


Scriptural Inspiration vs. Scientific 
pe ange mee delivered at the 
= stian = undamentals bs ge at 

s Ange une 25 to y 2, 1922. 

addresse’ dealing with 
various aspects of the Bible and Chris- 
tianity, with special geference to the 
question of Evolution. Among the au- 
thors are Dss, Riley, Torrey, and Dixon, 
and the various messages contain some 
very useful material-which eminently de- 
serves attention. (Biola Book Room, Los 
Angeles, 75 cts.) 
We and Our By Jere- 


Government 
miah W. Jenks and Rufus D. ipple). 
—The authors of this book are eminent 


; 
: 


r 


professors of mnment and economics 
in New York University. They have pro- 
duced something entirely new in 


on government: a work which is pains- 
taking in its accuracy and so readable 
that it will find universal favor. It is 
filled with excellent illustrations, which 
parallel the reading matter, so that the 


appeal to the eye reinforces the reading- 


appeal gained. This book is packed with 
facts, not theories, about our govern- 
ment. (Americafi Viewpoint Society, a 
Department of Boni and Liveright, 105 
SS. Fortieth Street, New- York City, 


The Strategic Value of Prayer (By 
the Rev. Gordon Watt).—Do Christians 
know the strategic value of that greatest 
of powers committed to human trust, the 
power of prayer? It is to be feared they 
do not. This author, whose spoken mes- 
sages have stirred hearts and lives to a 
new appreciation of their high calling in 
Christ Jesus, has given here a study of 
this important subject in brief compass. 
Underlying all is the Cross of Christ as 
the sole basis. for prevailing prayer, the 
part of the Holy Spirit in intercession, 
the call to prayer, the great essentials, 
and the strategy of prayer,— making a 
rich study of real worth to every Chris- 
tian. (The Synday School Times Co., 
Philadelphia, cts.) - 


A Child Garden in India (Verses by 
Amelia Josephine Burr, Illustrations by 
Louisé¢ Clark).—Miss Burr’s charming 
verses and Miss Clark’s equally attractive 
pictures make an altogether delightful 
little book. There is a delicacy of touch 
and a sweetness and simplicity in the 
work of both pen and pencil that make 
a strong appeal to any lover of Kttle 
children. The picture of the child who 
has learned to pray to the God of Love 
instead of the god of thieves, and some 
others equally true to life, touch one’s 
heart, and make one long that both the 
“White children of the silver moon” and 
the “Brown babies of the sun” may learn 
of the Lord Jesus who loves them all. 
“Yellow and brown and black and white, 
our Father, bless us all to-night!” (Cen- 
tral Committee on the United Study of 
Foreign Missions, West Medford, Mass., 
75 cts.) 


The Trail of the Spanish Horse (By 
James Willard Schultz).—When a red- 
blooded boy became responsible for the’ 
loss to hostile Indians of his father’s 
swift-footed Spanish horse, it was nat- 
ural that he wished to do all in his power 
‘to recover it. Tom Fox’s father had es- 
tablished a trading post in the West, pro- 

by Blackfoot Indians, and Tom 
akes one of these, his intimate friend, 
Pitamakan, and their adventures make 
up this thrilling story. The author “is 
a Blackfoot Indian by adoption,” and the 
heroes of this book are the two favorite 
characters that appear in all his stories. 
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It is a pity that he yielded to thé worship 
of aa hon deities of the Blackfeet, 
than maintaining a quiet testi- 


stocking 
Christ of the Bible. (Houghton Mifflin 
Co., Boston, $1.75.) 

Catechism on Motion Pictures in In- 
terstate Commerce (By William Sheafe 
Chase, President of the New York Civic 
League).—Facts are the best possible 
corrective for vague suppositions. Those 
who see no peril in the motion picture 
industry as at present constituted are pre- 
sented with so many facts and figures in 
this handy little reference book that it 
will be hard for them to avoid recon- 
sidering their ground. Mr. Chase pre- 
sents facts to show: (1) The demoraliz- 
ing character of the great mass of mo- 
= 
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tion pictures being exhibited in this coun- 
try; (2) that five or six “movie” pro- 
ducers control the motion picture indus- 
try of the country; (3) the immoral 
character of some of the leading “movie” 
magnates of the United States, making 
it clear that they are unfit to decide what 
pictures the childrehi of to-day shall see, 
the producers being more interested in 
money than in morals, and believing that 
immoral pictures draw the larger crowds; 
(4) that the “movie” trust is working to 
break down the Christian Sabbath as well 
as respect for laws in general; (5) the 
ood results of the state supetvision of 
“movies” wherever it has had a fair trial; 
(6) that Mr. Will H. Hays, though try- 
ing to improve the morals of the “movies,” 
is unable to prevent the showing of even 


(Continued on the next page) 
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RX China, after centuries, has awakened out of her slumber (3 
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William Jennings Bryan's 


Answer to Darwinism 


In His Image 


is an epoch-making book 
that has rallied Christians 
to the defense of the “Old 
Book.” 


EVERY ONE SHOULD READ IT! 


The New York Herald says: “A work 
that has already had an immense effect. 
It isan event of importance. The author 
is spokesman for a large segment of the- 
people, and his work is’ a frank, vigor- 
ous, often eloquent appeal to revelation 
—to the Bible literally accepted as the 


supreme teacher.” 
266 pages. Only $1.75 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 





When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday Scheol Times. 
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Che Sunday School Ginus 


Philadelphia, June 2, 1923. 


Subscription Rates 
_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates; pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage, F 
# 1 0 Five or more copies, either to 
9 separate addresses or in a 


package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 

$2 00 One. copy, or any number of 
° copiés less than five, $2 each, 

per copy. One copy, five years, -$8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
ie31 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 



































Making Money Go a Long Way 


EORGE WASHINGTON, it is related, 

threw a silver dollar across the Potomac 
River. At the spot where the feat is said to 
have been performed, the stream is approxi- 
mately a mile in width. But admittedly, a 
dollar went farther then, than now. 








You can make your dollar go farther than it 
otherwise would by reading the advertisements. 


Guided by advertising, you buy merchandise 
of established reputation. If it’s clething you , 
know how well it should wear and what the 
style shouldbe. If it’s a musical instrument, 
you know what to expect in tone and work- 
manship. Hf. it’s a vacuum cleaner, you know 
what kind of service it should give. 


It pays to read advertising. It will save you 
time, money and effort. It will help you dress 
better; eat better, sleep better and live better. 





‘ Make every dollar travel far 
Read the advertisements 
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“This little work will absolutely shatter the position of the critics of 
the Old. Testament ... No.man has ever approached a work of this 
kind. so well equipped ... the book will create a sensation in critical 
and other circles. ae Life of Faith. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? 


By ROBERT DICK WILSON, Ph.D., D.D. 
Professor of Semitic Languages and Old Testament Criticism, Princeton Theological Seminary 


Acclaimed by editors, preachers, and laymen. Over 20,000 copies 
sold in England and America with interest spreading to China, India, 
Holland, Belgium, and other countries. 
‘ “Dr. Wilson has compressed into his book an amount 


holarly lea: and: forcible reasoning which 
mich well we ay ot many 2 bulky “ee” —An 
English. pastor. 


** | wish I could send that pamphlet to each of our 
243 stations! Jt i ra just what was needed.’’—Dr.F. 
Howard Taylor, China Inland Mission. 


“In a masterly manner, me A irrefutable facts and 


ble ic, he exposes the fallacies of Higher 
** Just what is needed in this day and time by the gener Me: , 
wa) osehi Tt ‘ riticism’ Methodist. 
<i ) Kong tem eee ee ** Invaluable . . . let us have more from his pen."*— 


W. Virginia pastor. 
“Its value cannot be overemphasized.’’— 
Canada. 


“ Kin = 100. _ copies. 
have A yall ay of 


“Werth its weight in -beeause it is a book of 


tacts.""—Moedy Month 


and reassuring book. | could 
had finished it.""—From Scot- 


From 
“A most qeavinces 

not stop reading until 

land. 


This highly 


_| am thankful. to 
first little order.”” 





important contribution. to the defense of the ieinbisin’ is issued as a booklet, 
a substanti wo in size (though.a book could have been made of it), so that - every 
one can a Price, only. 25 cents, postpaid. Quantities for distribution will be 
supplied at te terms, that Christian Workers may have the opportunity of grouping 
themselves: tegether, and. by-their united efforts placing the copies where the lessons- of its 


pages are most 


1. Other books me booklets on kindred subjects 


Studies.in-the Book of Daniel, by Robert Dick Wilson, $2.50. 

Is the Bible the Word of God? by et Rev. W. Graham Scroggie, $1. 

In His Image, by William. Jennings Bryan, $1.75. 

Paganism in Our Universities, by a recent college graduate, 25 cents. 

Confessions of a College Professor, 25 cents. 

A Pastor’s Experience with the Higher Criticism, 25 cents. 

Evolution and the Supernatural, by W.H. Griffith Thomas,D.D., 25 cents. 

Problems. of the Christian College Student, in Faith and in Conduct, 
by J. A. Morris Kimber, 25 cents. 








} THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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the worst of the bad pictures already. pro- 
duced, or to control the independent pro- 
ducers. It is certain that this booklet 
will cause many to realize anew some of 
the issues involved in the “movie” prob- 
lem, which is a subject upon which one’ 
cannot afford to be ill.informed. (The 
booklet of one ‘hundred and sixty pages 
is sold at cost; and may be erdered from 
the New York Civic League, 452 Broad- 
way, Albany, N. Y., at 25 cts. a copy, 
paper; 50 cts,, boards ;. or stiff -leather- 
ette, at 75 cts.) 


























College, 








The Victorious Life: 














- Helpers Needed Soe: Keswick 


Witt you unite-in prayer,.with the 
Council. of: the Victerious Life Tes- 


timony, that. God. shall provide the- fol- 


lowing workers for America’s: Keswick, 
at Keswick, N. J. 


A consecrated Christian.-young woman | | 
jas stenographer and secretary -to Mr. 


Addison C.-Raws, who is.at the head of 


the work at Keswick. She is needed at |- 


once, 
For the summer conference, July 14-22: 


A man, expert cook, to take entire charge 
of the kitchen. 

A man as assistant to- the ceok. 

A woman to take charge, .as-housekeeper, 
of one or more of the dormitories. 

A-woman to take charge of- the dining- 
room, as head. waitress. 

Young. women to serve as waitresses and 
dining-room. helpers. 


The Council. will bergrateful for vel-’ 


unteers. who will serve, without com-: 


pensation, as housekeeper and: waitresses, 
but en whose reom: and: beard during the 
conference..a. reduction would be made. 
for this service. 

The other helpers ‘listed’ above .are ex- 
pected - to’ receive compensation for ~ their 
services. 


Inquiries may’ be addressed ‘to Mrs: ‘Ad- | 


dison C; Raws, Keswick:Grove; N. J. 
we 
Calendar of Conferences 





Many have expressed a desire-to-be kept 


informed -of, and to pray for, meetings ad- 
dressed by members or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. It will: be noted 
that some of the. meetings here listed are 
Victorious Life Conferences, conducted by 
the Victorious Life Testimony, while other 
meetings here ljsted are a in connection 
with such conferences,. buPare. addressed by 
individual speakers of the Victorious Life 
Testimony. 


Saragosa, Fla., June 10-24.—The-Rev. L. L. 


Legters, Field Secretary of the Pioneer Mis- 
sion “Agency, will tell of his recent survey 
of the needy mission fields. among the In- 
dians of Mexico and Central America. For 
further information address the~-Rev. Dun- 
can Thomas, Bradentown, Fila. 

Lake Odessa, Mich., July 5-8—Victorious 
Life messages by Charles G. Trumbull at the 
Lake Odessa Bible Conference. Mr. Trum- 
bull will speak in the evening of July 5; aft- 
ernoon of July 6; evening of July 7; and 
morning and afternoon of July 8 - Meals 
$1.05; and beds so cents per night. For fur- 
ther information write to Mrs: H. H. Newell, 
McKeesport, Pa. 


Keswick, N. J., July 14-22.—Eastern Vic- 
terious Life Conference (formerly.-held .at 
Stony Brook). Rates . for. board. and. room 
for the conference period have. been fixed 
at $3 for registration, $15" per, person for a 
reom centaining- three or. more;-.$18-per. per- 
son. for a room containing two. No rooms are 
to. be reserved for less than the full confer- 
ence period, and no .raoms are to be reserved 
for one person (with-the.possible.exception of 
a speaker). 

Knowlton, Quebec, Can., July . 23-30.— 
Knowlton Victorious Life .Gonference. 

Linwood Park, Ohio, August 13-19.—Mid- 
dle West Victorious Life Conference. 


Dr. Griffith Th 
Webster Groves, 


? En * 
S85 


Mo., -May 
Presbyterian Church, care of the. -Rev. 
Skilling. 

Wheaton, 





23-June 10.— 
Dr. 


Ill., June -17 and.-20.—Wheaton 
Sunday, Baccalaureate -Sermon, _and 
Wednesday, Commencement : Address. -- Ad 
dress. President Charles A. Blanchard. 





es “Jews sms NO, 2°” 2”"—Favorite 
a ay Lag ee 


. ev juckram,. 00 hundred ; Ma- 
nila, $30.00 per hund 
“ye exelenive CHOIR” — Hi ns tor choir 
use exc porte fe ev a be png? = in 
large ais ed pues c ee to the 
ned choir or ; 82 
qrogtions. Beaut ally ound 'f man 
ckram le copies, $7.75 
per dozen, $60.00 Asst pane og 


Returnable copy of either book to song 
committees or choir leaders on request. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
Reem 1200. 29 Se. La Salle St., Chicago, Hl. 





eee 
COLUMBIA BIBLE SCHOOL 


COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 


The full course is two years, eight months each. 
The fall term begins the last. week of Sept. 1923. 
Instruction is free except for music classes 

(piano and vocal. 

Students for tial courses are welcomed as 
well as full time students. 

Special attention given to the needs of individual 
students, ‘in-helping them with their studies. 

f you desire to secure position to help work 
yous s wa 9 state what work you are 
qua 

Send 3 jeafiet of information to the Dean. 


Rey. Robert C. 1627 College St., ial 


Gordon 


Theological Missionary, Reliaions) 
Educational College course of 
years,college degree of Th.B. Grad‘ 
aes School of Theology. 3-yea 
course, degree of B.D. An em- 
bodiment of the highest ideals of evangelical cuiture 
and unity. 

NATHAN R. WOOD, President 

Theology and Missions, Bostoa, 


Gordon College of 























MENACE OF MODERNISM 


By WM. B. RILEY 


A Book for this Time and Age. HUNDREDS 
have borne testimony to its help. 


Cloth, $1.10 Postsss Paper, 50c. 


CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE PUBLISHING CO. 
3612 Fourteenth Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Nave’s Topical Bible 
PAY US $1 DOWN AND $1 PER MONTH 


All mace! arranged according to subjects. 
TUDY BIBL’ 
It is a Bible, Sagbaptaby, Dictionar History, 
Concordance Anal sis, and Subject com- 
bined. Catalogue free. Good terms to agents. 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn St., i. 


























Clear Baby’s Skin 
‘With Cuticura 

and Talcum 

mgrent Telcom Scorer are, Foren 














. . as discovered by a keen- 

The curious things witted band of seal chil- 
of field and dren, under the cheery, 
fun-loving and marvelous- 

. stream and woods | hy informed leadership of a 





father who loves and knows 
the out-of-doors. 


THE OUT-OF-DOORS CLUB 
Handsomely I'lustrated, $1.50, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL JIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Strect, Philadelphia 
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Lesson for June 17 
The Book of Esther 





For a Spotless, - 2 
Healthful ‘Toilet 


Spotless is the toilet bowl cleaned with 


Sani-Flush, The lain, shines, Swiftly 
‘and easily, Sani-Flush removes all stains, 
‘discolorations, incrustations,. 
Just sprinkle a little Sani-Flush into the 
bowl. Follow directions on the can, Flush! 
No scrubbing—no ‘scouring, 
PD pater a reaches the ggg ore 
tral leans it, purifies it. Sani- 
pane foul odors. It will not harm 
plumbing connections. There is nothing else 
that does the work of Sani-Flush. ©. 
Always . keep Sani-Flush handy .in the 
bathroom. 


Sani-Flush is sold. at grocery, drug, 

hardware, plumbjng and house-furnish- 
.. ing stores. Price 25c¢. .( Canadian price, 
;  35c;. foreign price, . 50c ?. 


THE HYGIENIC PRODUCTS co. 
} Canton, Ohio 


Foreign Agents: Harold F, Ritchie & Co., Ltd. 
Toronto, Canada - 
33 Farringdon Road, London, E. C.:1, England 
China House, Sydney, Australia 


Sani-Flush 


Cleans Closet Bowls Without Scouring 








You. can bé quickly cured, if you 


STAMMER 


Send 10 cents fr 288-page book on S an}? and 
. “its come § and Bi pa - WM how I 
cured myself after B. Bogue, 
6474 Bogue Bids. e “iar h N. a 3 ge 24 








The 
Ideal « 
Sunday 
School 


Appearance 

Comfort 

Durability 

Design Chair 
Write 


De Long Furniture Co. 


Department S. S. T. 
822 Witherspoon Building 
’ Philadelphia, Pa. 


BRONZE lIBLETs 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 
| a RE DOI peer cttoms srecwrureaanestn ae, 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 
Globe Furniture Company, 25,Psr* Piece. 
CauRCcH FURNITURE 


te aa ny 
eaten. "The hnast furniture made. Direct 
from our factory to your free. 



































Individual Recumetias Cups 
Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 

List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 

CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th St, ROCHESTER, N. Ye 
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Children at Home 








New Testament 
Arithmetic Problems- 
Suggested by Keith L. Brooks 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles 


The Purpose of the Problems 


To give you practice in locating Scripture. 
To fix in your mind some important Bible num- 





To refresh your memory on some familiar Bible 
stories. 


To lead you to some helpful facts about the 
Bible. 


To try you out in addition, subtraction, multi- 
plication, and division. 


Problem 3 


AKE the number ‘of men who were 

fed by. Jesus with five loaves and 
two fishes (John 6:10) and divide it by 
the number of measures of oil which a 
certain man owed his master (Luke 16: 
6) and subtracting the number of days 
that Jesus spent in the wilderness, you 
will have the number of the chapter in 
the book of Romans which is called “the 
r Salvation Chapter.” 


Which chapter is it? 
. ; ye Re 
Martha and the Pink Ice Cream 
By Sue M. Caldwell 


ER first natne was Martha. If I 

were to tell you her last.name you 
wouldn’t know’ how -to. pronounce it; 
and as for spelling it, well, just put 
down a half dozen consonants a little 
distance apart, and fill in the spaces be- 
tween with ‘the ‘letter O and ‘you will 
have it. ’ 

Was shé ‘an Atiéricah, you ask? ‘Why, 
certainly, more of an American than 
you are, évén if your several times great- 
grandfather ‘did’come over in the May- 
flower; for her grandfather was already 
here, and had Been for a long, long 
time when yours set foot on Plymouth 
Rock. 

Up on a mesa -in northern Arizona 
Martha was born and had lived until 
she was eleven years old:’ Then a cer- 
tain august personage named Uncle Sam, 
who has a fancy for educating his nieces 
and nephews, reached out one of his 
long arms and picked her up bodily 
and carried her miles away, and set her 
down in a school with several hundred 
children just like herself, with dark skin 
and straight black hair. 

Martha’s family was one of a num- 
ber who, because they did not want their 
children taught white folks’ ways, had 
left the rest of their tribe and made 
their home on those distant mesas. So 
Martha had never goné to the reserva- 
tion schools,-as had some of the chil- 
dren of her race, andthe depths of her 
ignorafice you can hardly imagine. J 

It was, therefore, a sullen, bewildered, 
frightened little Martha that, at the end 
of her journey, was handed over to the 
teachers to be made into a perfectly 
“good American citizen. She was. sullen 
because she cared nothing about learn- 
ing, and had been brought against her 
will; she was bewildered and frightened 
because everything, the people and their 
language, even the trees and the flowers, 
were strange to her, and there was noth- 
ing about the house, either inside or 
out, that she had even seen before or 
knew how to use. 

The next day lessons in the white 
language began. “Shoe,” the 
teacher would say, holding one up and 
trying to persuade Martha to repeat the 
word after her; but Martha, never rais- 
ing her eyes shut her lips tight. “Knife,” 
“Spoon,” said another teacher in the din- 
ing-room, holding these articles up; but 
Martha was no more willing to learn 
knife and spoon than she was to learn 
shoe. And so, day after day, these fes- 
sons went on, the teachers. patiently try- 
ing ‘to’ teach, Martha still bewildered, 








still sullen; absolutely refusing to learn. 
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NEW YORK = WASHINGTON 


Bausch & Lomb Balopticon ? 


F NOT, you should by all means arrange for a, demon- 
stration of this perfect stereopticon, and see how it will 
increase the attendance and add to the interest of lectures. 


The Sunday School, the Men’s Club, the Missionary 
Society—all can, at almost a moment’s notice, have 
instructive entertainment. 
ticon projects photographs, post cards, maps, colored 
prints, specimens—in fact any opaque object which 
+ will fit in the large object holder, as well as slides. 
powerful gas-filled Mazda lamp—anyone can run it. 
Ask yout dealer about it, or write for descriptive literature and prices. 
BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO. 


527 St. Paul Street, Rochester, N. Y. 
CHICAGO 






a 


; 


The Combined Balop- 


It is equipped with a 


SAN FRANCISCO LONDON 




















DR. R. E. NEIGHBOUR 


Six Weeks’ Bible Conference 


JULY 1 TO AUGUST 12, INCLUSIVE 
Gull pistes Peniges Between Battle :Creek 





A partial list of the ebeutbenir 

DR. MUNHALL 

DR. MAX WERTHEIMER DR. LEON TUCKER 
MR. RALPH CARR, Song Leader. 


For catalogues write : MR. I. ROGERS, Secretary, 
449-452 Houseman Building, GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, 


A wonderful nlecs to spend 
your vacation. 


One of the most beautiful lakes 
in this country. 


Two-speakers a day. 
The: balance of the time for 
rest and recreation. 
Free Camping Grounds 
for Tents 


REV. E. J. PACE 
W. S. HOTTELL. 








But she was not stupid, and in spite 
of herself she had learned one word, 
though she had no idea what it meant. 
As she sat on the grass and watched the 
other children at play in which she 
would not join, she caught a word every 
now and again that was said so happily 
that she knew it meant something nice. 
It was the word picnic. 

And so it came to pass that after she 
had been there what seemed to her a 
lifetime, Martha was bundled one day, 
with a lot cf others, into a huge wagon 
that went without horses. -The children 
said the word over so many times during 
the ride that Martha knew that. what- 
ever a picnic was, that was where she 
was going, 

And if the school had been strange 
and puzzling, the picnic was more so, for 
when she climbed down from the wagon 
among tall trees, there in front of her 
was more water than she had ever seen 
before in her life on the mesa, or than 
she would have thought there could be 
“in all the world. Indeed, it is doubtful 
if the Pacific Ocean looked as big to 
Balboa-as that little lake did to Mar- 
tha. She sat down and watched it for a 
long time, the little ripples that the wind 
blew in to shore, and some lovely flowers 
that grew out on its sutface. 

At the call to dinner the children came 
trooping in every direction from their 
games, and Martha from her place by 
the lake, silently joined them. Now, a 
very kind person who knew of the pic- 
nic ‘for the Indian children that day had 
planned a treat for them. After their 
sandwiches had been eaten. the teachers 
began passing what looked to Martha 
like some queer kind. of horns, filled 
with something pink. She took the horn 








handed her and glanced around. The 





horns with their pink contents were dis- 
appearing on all sides. 

She touched her tongue to the pink; 
it was so cold she drew her tongue back 
as° quickly as if it had been burnt; 
but that taste was sweet and good and 
she tried it again, and im another min- 
ute Martha’s horn with the pink inside 
of it was disappearing as fast as any- 
body’s. When the second horn was 
handed her she took it eagerly, and 
since the kind person had been very 
generous and there was pleaty, when a 
third horn was given her she actually 
looked up in the face of the teacher 
who was passing them and smiled. 

That afternoon when the children took 
off their shoes and waded in a shallow 
pool, Martha took off hers arid waded 
in too, and caught hold of hands like 
the others and splashed. 

The school buildings with their beau- 
tiful grounds looked almost homelike to 
Martha when she rode in late in the eve- 
ning; and her little white bed certainly 
did look comfortable, and for the first 
time she crept in: without having to have 
the least little bit of a lesson upon how 
it should be done. 

What went on in her mind about it: all 
nobody knows, perhaps Martha’ herself 
could not tell, but it may have been 
something like this: If white people ican 
make anything as good as pink ice- 
cream, it may be worth while to learn 


their ways. However that may be, the 
next day when the teacher held up a 
shoe and said “shoe,” Martha said 


“shoe” so .quickly and so heartily the 
teacher fairly jumped. 

And from that time her education 
went on so well that some day Uncle 
Sam is going to be proud of her. 

Riversine, CAL. 








































































3480 








"Sétence Discovers 
the Secret of 
‘(Caruso’s 


Wonderful Voice 





Why is it that the humble peasant bey of Italy be- 
came the greatest singer of all time? This diagram 


of his throat will show yeu. Caruso’s marvelous 
veite was due to a superb development of his Hyo- 
Glessus muscle, 


Your voice can be improved 100% 


A few very fortunate persons—like the late Caruso 
—are born with the ability to sing well. But even 
Carusojhad to develop his Hyo-Glossus muscle 
before his voice was perfect. You can develop a 
beautiful singing or speaking voice if your Hyo- 
Glossus muscle is strengthened by correct train- 
ing. Professor Feuchtinger, A. M.—famous in the 
musi¢ centers of Europe for his success in train- 
ing famous Opera Singers — discovered the secret 
of the Hyo-Glossus muscle. He devoted years of 
his life to scientific research and finally perfected 
a system of voice training that will develop your 
Hyo-Glossus piuscle by simple, silent exercises 
right in your own home. -The Perfect Voice In- 
stitute guarantees that Professor Feuchtinger’s 
method will improve your voiée 100%. You are 
to be_ your own judge—if your voice is not im- 
proved 100% in your own Opinion, we will refund 
your money. 


Famous Singers His Students 


Hundreds of famous singers have studied with 
Professor Feuchtinger, ver 10,600 happy pupils 
baye received the mre of his wonderfu train- 


ing.” Yorde notknew. sbo~pansihyiliti of your 
If you want to sing—but lack “the proper 


voice, 
training because you have not the time nor means 
to study—here is your chance. You can now 
train your voice at. avery small cost in the 


privacy of your own home, 


lf you want to improve your speaking voice—it 
you stammer or stutter—Professor Feuchtingér 
will help you, 


fon i Feuchtinger's Book FREE 


You wil ~ do yourself a great and a good by 
stud ¢ this book ** Enter Your orld.” It may 
be t rst. step in your career, Do not delay. 
Mail ithe coupon today. 





1922 Sunnyside Ave., Studio A-476, Chicago 
Please send me FREE Professor Feuc htin- 
ger’s book, ‘‘ Enter Your World. have put 
Xo pposite the subject that interests me most 
l assume no © igations whatever. 
. -Singing Speaking Stammering . .. Weak Veice 
Name 
4ddress 


seam Perfect Voice Institutes = mee we 


s 





For Family Worship 
By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 


Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

oe on the International Uniform Sunday 
ool Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo! Lesson Committee. 


The Book of Esther 


HE ssignificance of the Book of 

Esther is that it testifies to the secret 
watcheare of God over his widely-scat- 
tered Church, as over Israel, for he is 
the same yesterday, and torday, and for- 
ever. Jehovah’s name does not once’ oc- 
cur in the book, but in no other book 
of the Bible is his providence more con- 
spicuous. As of old, a mere remnant 
of his people to-day are faithful in their 
worship. The masses prefer an easy 
and lucrative life under worldly rule. 
But God~ can never forsake his pur- 
chased possession. His eye is not only 
over the faithful remnant of the Church, 
eee just as truly over all “them that are 
is 

The foregoing is a paraphrased read- 
ing of Scofield’s Introduction to the 
Book of Esther. But now note! De- 
liverance to all the Jews of those one 
hundred and_ twenty-seven  provirces 
“from India unto Ethiopia” was _initi- 
ated under God by one man, whose ear- 
nest entreaties moved one woman to 
command: the calling together of all the 
Jews of one city for three days of in- 
tense supplication for one purpose. Here 
was earnestness, definiteness, concentra- 
tion, and perfect accord, of the few, for 
the many; and the many were delivered! 

If, under God, there should arise to- 
day, as A. E. McAdam has said, one, 
just one, intensely burdened and “utterly 
believing” man in behalf of the Church, 
which Satan would destroy if he could, 
oh, what might be accomplished, for de- 
liverance, for revival, and for world- 
wide evangelization of Jew and Gentile! 
May not you be that man, dead and 
buried and hidden from yourself, and 
this that paper, to be used of God to 
accomplish, or help accomplish, his in- 
finite purpose? ‘ Would you know the 
secret? John ‘12:24! ; 








June 11 to 17 
Mon.—Esther 1: 13-22. Vashti Deposed. 


There was wisdom in Memucan’s an- 
swer, for a law which is despised in high 
places is apt to be in contempt every- 
where. Besides, unknown to Memucan, 
God was preparing the way for a special 
manifestation of his providential care of 
dispersed Israel. 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray for the 
American Anti-Saloon League. Pray 
that in the League itself there may be 
more prayer and more dependence upon 
God rather than on man, Pray for every 
patriotic and law enforcemént society 
in America, Pray that a deeper respect 
for law bé universally inculcated. 
Tues.—Esther 2: 15-18. Esther Chosen Queen. 

Read also verses 19 and 20, observing 
Esther’s respect for “the commandment 
of Mordecai.” Vashti’s disrespect for 
authority © catrsedt’ her -to: be. deposed; 
Esther’s respect for authority and her 
meek submissiveness were elements of 
strength which wrought in her favor. 

Prayer SucGcestions: Disrespect for| © 
authority ts one of the outstanding sins 
of the age; for divine authority, for 
human authority, for parental authority; 
and many lives and institutions are be- 
ing wrecked thereby. Is there fault in 
your life in this respect? In your 
home? In your place of business? Prayt| 
Wed.—Esther 3 : 8-13. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





Haman Plotting Against the Jews. | 


Some motives are worthy, 
worthy. 
public good; 
and selfish. Which were Haman’s? See 
verses 5 and 6. There are two classes 
of politicians. To which class did Ha- 
man clearly belong?- There> are. two 
classes even of Christians; to which do 





you belong? 








hy, others un-| 
Some are patriotic and for the} 
others are purely personal | 





Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
Christian in your community. If there 
are some that are hard to pray’for, pray 
for those especially: Pray for the fam- 
ily next door. If:you could only know 
of the burdened hearts within “a stone’s 
throw” of your home, ah, how it would 
intensify your prayer life! 

Thurs.—Esther 4 : 13 to 5: 3. 
Esther’s Heroism. 

Not merely stopping all business and} 
pleasure for a moment of prayer, or 
even a day of prayer, but “three days” 
without food or drink “night or day.” 
The -lives of dispersed Israel were at 
stake, and the ear of Jehovah must be 
reached. When united intercession 
reaches that stage, sométhing “happens.” 
Is anything at stake to-day? 


Prayer Succestions: Did you evef 
set apart one entire day to prayer? ti 
day out of three hundred and ee 
Do you ever devote ONE HOUR nth 
day’s twenty-four hours to vodamialia 
with Gop? Little wonder that life’s 
problems remain so long unsolved, its 
difficulties unremoved, its burdens un- 
lifted, when we give SO. LITTLE TIME to 
prayer! Pray! 

Fri—Esther 6: 4-11. Mordecai Honored. 


Two verses of fasting and prayer (4: 
16, 17), and every chapter thereafter a 
continuously unfolding ‘record of an- 
swered prayer! There. is scarcely its, 
fascinating. like in all Scripture. And yet} 
God’s perpetual challenge is, “Prove me 
now herewith.” Perhaps Haman’s plot 
would not have 460ked so delightfully 
alluring had he had some knowledge of 
the Author of Isaiah 54:17. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Re-tead the clos- 
ing question of yesterday's comments. 
Is Nour life at — RAY! “If ye 
ask ...I1 wit vo.” Js your home at 
stake? Pray! “If ye ask... LT wit 
po.” Is your church at stake? Pray! 
“If yeask . . . Iwuxpo.” Is the Church 
at large at stake? Pray! “IF YE ASK 

. I witt po!” - 


Sat.—Esther 7: 1-10. Haman Hanged. * 
There is an old saying that One's 


(Lesson for June 17) JUNE 2, 1923 





chickens always come home to roost”; and 
so also does unrepented-of-sin. It is ‘self. 
destructive. Its wages is death, whether 
in sinner or in saint; in. the former, 
death to the soul; in the latter, death to} 
a fruitful life. The heinousness of Ha-| 
man’s heart, hurried him headlong to} 
Hell. 

PRAYER SucGESTIONS:. Pray for every 
selfish and revengeful soul. Pray for 
soulless corporations. Pray for all un- 
christian institutions and all benighted | 
provinces and peoples, Pray for the Na-| 
tive Evangelist League of Chicago (1406 
North Washtenaw Avenue); and for all 
similar home’ or foreign missionary 
agenctes. 5 
Sun.—Psalm 124. Help in Jehovah. 


How can we always have God on our | 
side? By being always on his side. | 
Simple, isn’t it? Yes,.if we’re walking 
in the Spirit, but gallingly difficult if at 
the same. time ‘we're endeavoring he 
walk in the flesh. Is your help fruly “ 
the name of the Lord”? "| 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
Conference: leaders and speakers; for all 
Sunday-school associations and conven- 
tions; for all Bible teachers and evan-| 
gelists; for all-evangelical. papers and 
agencies for all colleges and universi=| 
ties; for every person who if he or she} 
could would earnestly beeeech your pre-| 
vailing intercessions, Pray! 

| 
| 


we 
“He Marveled” 


OYJ ES, we're praying for a revival, but | 
we don’t expect it,” said a godly | 
woman recently to a companion in a 
small; town. .“And others are. praying} 
for it, but I don’t know of any one that | 
expects it.’ R | 
Do you expect it? 
Ah,.. perchance that explains it — the | 
Church’s. unbelief ! 
How far does a “godly” man’s prayer, | 
or any prayer, of unbelief get with God?) 
Is not an unbelieving prayer a mockery 
to Him? Does it not make Him a liar? } 
could do there fo mighty 


“And _ he 


work” (altho he was ready there as 
elsewhere). “And he sprvelled a 
of their eee ee 6:5, 6 


The heali e souls of be is a 
mightier wor bE, the healing of their 
bodies. And millions of souls are wait- 


ing to-day for His healing touch. 

When -will it be given? not 

When the church — _ bcd and I 
(Matt. 18: 19) — pray in 


given faith, and continue “thus as anil the 
}answer comes, before the 
Father the sai of Calvary. “The 


power of the Cross is alone irresistible.” 
Ro ou not spread this appeal beforé 
it t may be his command to you to 

ped fe revival in the church. 


their time toward assisting i 
ization of UNCLE SAM'S VOTERS. 


of 


> 
Uncle Sam’s Voters 
k isa national, nonprofit federation with 
local d regardless of 
oR Bt awaken and aes se 
a lively and an intelligent 
American eorrmet nog oe ou P 
' meetings 


PUBLIC SS FFAIRS. 
UNCLE SAM'S VOTERS are to be 


and community 
iy basis inspired words of 
Samuel Adams ‘in 1772: 
‘*Let as Converse together, ond open 
our minds freely to a A other. Let 
every town Assemble. Let A ssociations 
and Combinations be everywhere set up 
to Consult and Recover our just Rights.” 
Ira Nelson — has resigned as Minister 
to Sweden esident of UNCLE 
SAM'S VOTERS. Ex-Congressinan 
James W. Good and a? Lee Adams 
are vice-presidents ; G. B. Wayland is 
secretary. 
Samuel Adams of Chicago, fatm paper 
editor and president of the Amencan 
Agricultural Editors Association. is 
Bs ey Anad board of 100 citizens 
slecied.Explanalr booklet on 





a 


$200 for an Opinion 
UNCLE SAM'S VOTERS will award 
five prizes ranging from $100 to $10 for 
the five best letters on the following sub- 
ject: ‘* Why I am joining UNCLE 
SAM’S VOTERS.”’ 
‘Send_us .. Seow that appeal most 

eae torent we 
SAM'S VOTERS moh ig is Gee to 
compete. Contest ends 

GET IN AT rt ranr, 
The first applicants can choose their own 
territory. . Sign your name and— 

MAIL THIS COUPON NOW 


Samuel Adams, Director General 

UNCLE SAM’S VOTERS, 

Citizens Bank Bidg., Washington, D. C. 
Kindly send me full information concerning the 


pportunities for making money by assisting in the 
OPP ee of UNCLE SAM'S VOTERS. 


Reference . he 
(422) 

















